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Mr. CARTTER. 


No further interruptions ! 


Mr CAMPBELL. But the gentleman has | 


failed to answer the question I propounded to him. 

sk—— 
=. CARTTER. No more interruption! I 
cannot allow the gentleman again to interrupt me! 

The gentleman is in great difficulty how he is 
to dispose of his forty copies containing the geo- 
graphical information, brought to light at an an- 
nual cost of $300,006 to the nation. He cannot 
conceive how an interior district in the West can 
be benefited el any information of this descrip- 
tion. Why, do you not wish to overspread this 
Republic with this minute geographical informa- 
tion which you have brought to light by the ener- 
gies of your Government? And have not you 
sprinkled over the whole country, institutions the 
whole object of which is to enlighten the public 
mind with regard to these very facts ? 

But my colleague has forgotten another import- 
ant fact. He has forgotten that this coast survey 


also applies to and is extending along three thou- | 
sand miles of lake coast in the West, penetrating | 
the great interior; and in connection with which | 


both his district, and my district, and every district 


in the interior of the great West, is interested—the | 
coastby which every barrel of flour and every pound | 
of pork must be transported; and with reference to | 
the peculiar interest of my friend’s districty every | 


barrel of whiskey, too. a 
is this great interior, or this great Northern inte- 


coast of these great inland seas, which bear upon 


their bosoms a commerce equal in extent to the | 


salt water coast, to be told that they do not want 
information"upon this subject? And are we to be 
told that it is better for us to commit to a clerk 
in the Topographical Bureau the distribution of 


{Great laughter.] Now | 


this information, rather than to the Representatives | 
in Congress? Why you cannot find a district, be | 


it ever so benighted, or ever so isolated, in the | 


great West, the people of which do not inquire 


every day and every week in reference to these | 


great issnes of commerce, which are to carry off 
the productions of the soil. 


But our constituents in the West desire to in- | 
When this | 


quire into another important matter. 


Government is lavishing its expenditure upon the | 


salt water border, in developing its geography and 
its topography—while they are doing that, our 
constituents want to inquire what they are doing 
for the interior commerce of the nation, and the 


interior sea-board? If it is for no other purpose || 


than to discover the patronage of the Government 
along the coast of the nation, [ would send them 


this profile of our great national work, that they | 


might go and demand what is coming to them. 


Now I cannot see any particular difficulty—I have | 


myself no very serious apprehensions that I shall 
not be able to dispose of forty whole copies of this 
Coast Survey in my district. [A laugh.] And I 
one my friead [Mr. Campsext] will wait upon 
is constjtuents as courteously, although he is 
indis osed to support this resolution, for 1 know 
his fidelity to them and industry in their service 
is not exceeded by any other gentleman upon this 
floor. 1 hope this ameridment will not prevail. 
In accordance with my promise, [ now move 
We previéne uestion. 
. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman with- 
draw it for a moment? 
_Mr. CARTTER. Iam under special obliga- 
lions to insist upon the prevjous question, [Laugh- 


ter, 
tr. CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman to 


withdraw it. I have propounded the question—— | 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order un- 


ess the call for the previous question be with- 
drawn. 


Mr. CARTTER. Well, I will withdraw the | 


call for the previous question for my colleague, if 
he will promise to sane it. [Great laughter. ] . 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I will renew it. For 
Some time I was utterly unable” to understand the 
reason why my colleague had assumed the i- 
tion which he has taken in relation to the distri- 
on of these copies of the report on the Coast 
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Survey. Towards the close of his remarks, how- 
ever, the secret leaked out. It seems he has a par- 
ticular interest in the whiskey trade. [A laugh.]} 
Now, if that article does happen to be a staple in 
my district, and that gentleman and his constituents 
feel a deep interest in the subject of its transporta- 
tion, let me say to him that they can be supplied 
from my district without the aid of any informa- 
tion from this Coast Survey. {Laughter.] That 
gentleman represents a district in central Ohio. I 
have the honor to represent one in the southwes- 
tern portion, and the article can be carried by the 
overland route. It is not necessary to employ 
any conveyance upon the high seas to furnish 
them with as much as they want to answer their 
purposes. 

But the position which my colleague has as- 
sumed may be accounted for, perhaps, in another 
way. He told us that he had received resolutions 
from schools and colleges in his district, tendering 
to him their most profound thanks for distributing 
these documents to them; and yet it will be ob- 
served by this House that while I, with frank- 
ness, admitted that I had never examined a word 
in any one of these Coast Surveys, yet when I 
~ the question to my colleague—whea I asked 
‘im to say whether he had ever read any one 
of them himself, he refused to make any re- 
sponse. While he bears down upon me for my 
neglect, he does not seem to have the manliness 


| to acknowledge the same neglect in himself, but 
rior, stretching for three thousand miles along the || 


dodges the question. Therefore I have the right 
to assert before this House that he has never read 
that report, and I have the right to draw the infer- 
ence, that if a gentleman possessing, perhaps, as 
much intelligence as any in this House, has never 
considered the subject of sufficient importance to 
examine it in detail, it follows, as a matter of 
course, that his constituents care nothing about it. 

But the point I make by my amendment and by 
the remarks which [ have submitted is, that this 
nation is going into an enormous expenditure of 


| the people’s money to print this document, and 


when it is printed the copies are to be scattered 
over the country at great expense to the Post Office 
Department for transportation, while they are utter- 
ly worthless when they reach their destination. I 
ious to see some reform in this respect. I desire 
to see the Coast Survey office transmit this docu- 
ment to the coast itself—to those who are engaged 
in carrying on our trade upon the high seas and 
are interested in liaving a knowledge of the con- 
dition of our harbors; and that these reports re- 


|| lating to agriculture—these reports which point the 


farmer to the true road to prosperity, shall be cir- 
culated in al! our agricultural districts. That is my 
proposition. My colleague’s constituents may feel 
a deep interest in this Coast Survey. Mine do 
not. I speak for mine, not for his. My constit- 
uents desire that kind of information, if we give it 
publicity here, which will result to their practical 
advantage. The farmers of my district, and I 
think I may say the farmers of my colleague’s 
district too, care nothing about examining the 
maps and profiles presented in this coast survey. | 
I would not vote a dollar, were I to look to the 
interests of my constituents alone, for the publica- 
tion ofthis report. But when I look at this Union— 
when I look at this great interest of all interests, 
the commercial interest of the country, I find it 
necessary to have this document printed. All I 
desire by the amendment which I have submitted 
is to have these reports sent where they will be of 
some practical service. ; 

So far as respects the intelligence of my constit- 
uents I have nothing to say, except 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine, ers) I be- | 
lieve it has been the universal practice of the Su- 
perintendent of the Coast arian heretofore when 
these charts and reports were published, to address 
a note'to every member of this House, requesting 
them to point out the particalar institutions and 
persons to whom they may wish the report sent, 
and to send them to such as are pointed out. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (resuming.) _1 am obliged 
to the honorable gentleman from Maine for re- 





minding me of that fact; and my colleague [Mr. |, 
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CARTTER] was no doubt one of those members 
| who were addressed upon the subject. And let me 


say here, that | have very strong suspicions that 
the resolution of thanks from that country schow! 
in my colleague’s district, of which he has boast- 
ed, originated from the fact that he had transmitte«l 
the identical charts to that school which had 
been sent to him by the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey, and did not come through the dss 
tribution provided by the joint resolution. 

Now, sir, my colleague's objection is, that a 
clerk in the Coast Survey department is not as 
competent as a member of this House. Let me 
say that I regard the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey as better qualified to disseminate the ip 
in these reports—which is 
doubtless valuable—than the gentlemen who ha 
the honor to represent the agricultural districts 
this floor. Yes, sir, better perhaps than 
those who represent any other sort of disirivts 
And, Mr. Speaker, my object, while I have the 
honor of a seat upon this floor, is to put this Gov- 
ernment te no expense whatever that may not re 
sult in some practical good. The gentleman talks 
about economy, and yet he wants forty or fifty 
or a hundred copies of the Coast Survey report 
to circulate in a district that is in nowise interest 
ed in the survey of the coast. I did not rise, Mr. 
Speaker, for the purpose of consuming so much 
time as I have done. I hope the motion will pre- 
vail. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the 
gentleman to allow mea single word. I desire to 
say I fell into a mistake in regard to ten thousand 
being the usual number of extra copiés which is 
printed of this report. I supposed that®that was 
the case, without having examined the particular 





| facts; but it does not alter the state of the argu- 
| ment I had the honor to present to the House. I 


think the report is of sufficient importance to justi- 
fy the printing of the number demanded. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have no objection to the 
number proposed to be printed, but to the man- 
ner in which they are to be distributed. I move 
the previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. GORMAN. I'believe I have the right to 
make an explanation. I do not want to make an 
hour’s speech, nor even a ten minutes one. Aas 
chairman of the Committee on Printing, | have 
taken some pains to investigate this question of 
printing, and [ reported this resolution in obedi- 
ence to the will of a majority of that committee. 
I did not concur in printing even six thousand 
cupies; nor do I concur now, but I yieed my 
assent. Some remarks have been made in regard 
to the cost. Let me say to the House, in the first 


| place, that the Senate have passed a resolution 


ordering ten thousand copies to be printed—five 
thousand copies to go to the Superintendent of 
Survey, and five thousand for the use of the Sen- 
ate. Last year this House ordered six thousand 


| copies—one thousand for the use of the Survey 


and five thousand for the use of the House. Some 


| gentlemen have undertaken to speak of the cost. 


After ipgestigating that subject, I can say to the 
House Mat the cost of engraving alone, notwith- 


| standing the use of the Electrotype process by 


which they are able to do it with greater facility 
than formerly, is from ninety to ninety-two cents 
for each one of the extra volumes. For every 
thousand copies that are published, they are 
obliged to renew the plate. This is done by the 
Electrotype process, which I confess I do not 
accurately understand, except as it has been ex- 

ained to me by the members of that Survey. 

he engraving for these extra copies will cost 
$1 25 per copy, and if I am not 
mistaken, it will in all- probability exceed the 
highest sum named. I looked into the question to 


| know where these copies were to go to, and what 


the Coast Survey wanted to do with so enormous 
a number. I said, where do you propose to dis- 
The same interrogation was made 


Havew.] The response was, We want to give 
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some to the officers of the Army. How many? || 
Two or three hundred. We want to give some 
to the officers of the Navy. How many? Two 
or three hundred copies. We want to send some 
abroad—to Europe, for the purpose of dissemina- 
ting a knowledge of our coast in that country. 
liow many? A thousand copies. They had not 
yet reached two thousand copies. What other 
sources do you desire to supply? We desire 
to supply the colleges and academies, schools 
and various institutions throughout the country. 
How many? A thousand copies, I suppose. 
Sill they have not reached threethousand. What 
else do you desire to do with them? Well, for 
general distribution. Under the general head of 
‘*&c.’? we have allowed two or three thousand 
copies. This Coast Survey will receive five thou- 
saud copiesfrom the Senate; and one thousand from 
this LLouse—six thousand copies in all for the use 
of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey. The 
Senate will have five thousand copies—some sev- 
enty or eighty to each member of that body. 
And the House five thousand copies—some twenty 
or thirty to each member. This number will 
doubly supply all the institutions of the country; 
it will supply all the purposesof education through 
the country, unless you should include all the 
two-mile district schools. It will supply all your 
public libraries, and still there will be spme one 
or two thousand for miscellaneous distribution—if 
you please. 

‘The whole cost of these five or six thousand ex- 
tra copies will be from seven to eight thousand 
doilars—most likely eight thousand dollars. | 
speak now of the extra copies, not of the original 
cost of the plates, and the number to be printed 
for each Member. ‘To this six thousand you must 
add the usual extra number—say one thousand— 
and you will have seven thousand copies, and if 
you get off with an expense of ten thousand dol- 
lars you will do better than I expect. 

I have ndthing to say with respect to the utility 
of this focument, for [ apprehend this House is 
fully satisfied that there is more or less public 
utility in the distribution of this work; but i have 
this to say, that I regard the argument which has 
been used upon this floor as potent, that the print- 
ing of this country is becoming enormous. When 
this country is informed that the printing for the 
Government has increased from seventy or eighty 
thousand, to a quarter of a million of dollars, they 
will begin to call the representatives of the country 
to an account. What has produced this addition- 
al expenditure of a quarter of a million of dollars ? 
This, among other reasons, which I shall not 
now enumerate, is the main reason for my oppo- 
sition to the publication of ten thousand copies of 
this Coast Survey report. A strict investigation of 
this whole question will dispel this idea which has 
gotinto the heads of members, that we need ten 
thousand copies. 

No college wants more than one copy, no acad- 
emy wants more than one copy, an officer in the 
Army or Navy needs but one copy, the heads of 
Department but one copy, to be placed in the pub- 
lic libraries to which they have access. I repeat 
again, that the number of this document published 
has increased by one thousand copies each year 
since this Coast Survey commenced. If we are to 
judge the future by the past, the demand next 
‘year will be for ten thousand copies. Theargument 
is urged by one of my friends from Kentucky [Mr. 
Sranron| that our Government is increasing; 
our institutions are increasing, our popation is 
increasing, and therefore the necessity [Or the in- 
crease of thisexpense. Ido not regard this argu- 
mentas beingatalla goodone. I hope the amend- 
ment will be voted down, and that the report of 
the committee will be acceded to. If gentlemen || 
had taken the pains which I have, in investigating | 
this matter, they would*not ask for the publica- 
tion of more than the Coast Survey officers them- 
selves ask for. 

[Mr. BARRERE, from the Committeeson En- 
rolied Bills, reported as correctly enrolled, a bill 
making appropriations to meet the expenses incur- 
red in consequence of the late fire; which was pre- | 
sented to the Speaker, and received his signature. ] 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I wish to inquire of the 
geritleman from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] what 
number the officers of the Coast Survey asked to 


have printed? 
Mr. GORMAN. Eight thousand, as I under- | 
stand it. i\ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





1 
The resolution, the amendment, and the amend- | 
| ment to the amendment were read for information. 


The question being put upon the amendment of 
Mr. Campse.t, of Ohio, to the amendment so as 
to provide for the printing of ten thousand copies 
for distribution by the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey, it was decided in the negative. 

The question then recurred upon the amendment 
of Mr. Evans; upon which 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded tellers; 
which were ordered; and Mr. Steruens, of Geor- 


| gia, and Mr. Hamiiton were appointed. 
The question being put, the tellers reported— 


ayes 66, noes 80. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


The question being then put upon the original 


resolution, upon a division there were—ayes 134, 
noes not counted. 
So the resolution was adopted. 


CENSUS TABLES. 


Mr. ALLISON. I ask leave to offer a resolu- 
tion. If objection is made, I will move a suspen- 
sion ‘of the rules, 

Mr. JACKSON. I rise to a point of order. 
The question of order I make is this: that when 
the call for the State of Georgia was made by the 


Chair, a response was prevented by a motion from | 


a privileged committee, and that, consequently, it 
is now in order for gentlemen from the State of 
Georgia to respond. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman is aware, 
however, that on Monday it is in order to move 
for a suspension of the rules. The gentleman upon 
the left of the Chair moves to suspend the rules. 

Mr. JACKSON. I hope the rules will not be 
suspended, that I may have the privilege 1 am en- 
titled to. 


The resolution was read for information, as fol- || 


lows: 
Vhereas the Superintendent of the Census has pub- 


lished—in the Globe of January Ist, 1852—a clear and con- || 


densed report of the Census, containing a large amount of 
valuable information : 


And whereas that information, now desired by the peo- | 


ple, cannot be had, in the ordinary course of printing, tora 
long time to come, and then in limited and very inadequate 
quantities: therefore 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Printing be instructed to || 


order 100,000 copies of that report for the use of this House, 
provided the cost shall not exceed one cent per copy. 

Che question being put—on a division there were 
—ayes 100, noes 48. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. OUTLAW called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. : 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois, moved the House || 


adjourn; which motion was agreed to. 
So the House adjourned. 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. WASHBURN gave fotice of intention to introduce 
the following bills: 
An act making a grant of land to the State of Maine, in 


aid of the construction of the European and North Ameri- | 


can Railway within said State. 
An act in relation to invalid pensions. 





PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 


| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees; 


By Mr. SCUDDER: The petition of Joseph Grinnell and 
others, merchants and insurers, of New Bedford, Massa- 
chusetts, asking that One or more vessels of the United 
States may be detailed for a survey or reconnoissance 
of such parts of the China seas, Straits of Gaspar, and 


Java sea, as lie in the tracks of vessels proceeding to and || 
from China. 


Also, the petition, of the heirs of the late Captain Rufus 
Lincoln, of the Massachusetts Continental line, for com- 


| mutation pay, Kc. 


Also, permission was had under the rules to withdraw 
from the files of the House the petition of Russel Elliot and 


others, of Provincetown, Massachusetts, asking compensa- | 


tion for bringing a prisoner from Nova Scotia to Boston for 
trial, and to refer the same to the Committee on Commerce. 


Also, the petition of Levi Eldridge and others, of Chat- | 


ham, Massachusetts, asking an allowance of fishing boun- 
ty in the schooner Harriet, lost at sea, be withdrawn from 


| the files and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Aliso, that the petition of Atkins Dyer, of ‘Truro, Massa- 
chusetts, for a return of tonnage duty paid, be taken from 
the files and referred to Commitfee on Commerce. 

By Mr. SMITH: The petition of John Baird, praying a 
pension for military services. 

Also, the petition of R. M. Sheppard and others, praying 


a post route from Fayette Court-House, Alabama, to Re- | 


form. 


By Mr. WHITE, of Kentucky: The petition of sundry | 


citizens of Knox county, Kentucky, asking for the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Mount W 

ty, Kentucky, via Flat Lick, Knox county, Kentucky, to 
Boston, in Whitby county, Kentucky. 





| 
| 


'| a return of duties paid by them during the year 189s. 


elcome, in Clay coun- | 

















[= , 
Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Owsley 
gan counties, Kentucky, — the establishment ot 

| route from Booneville, in Owsley county, via Dug aa 


to Hazlegreen, in Morgan county. » Store, 
| ry p Z n <a: 
By Mr. STANTON, of Ohio: The petition of Joseph 


Newell, of Ohio, praying that he may be authori 
render his title to a section of land west of the 
and that scrip may issue to him authorizing h 
other lands. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of sundry merch 
of New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore 


zed to Sur. 
M ISSissipp; 


im to leas, 


ants 
» Praying 
By Mr. BARRERE: The petition of Lieut. U. s. Gra 
for losses sustained by him as commissary and regimental 
quartermaster of fourth infantry at Tacubaya, Mexico . 
gether with the proceedings of a court-martial hej) = 
Jalapa, Mexico, June 25, 1848, and the proof of said le 
taken before said court. _ 
By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of p, 
ward Taylor, of Tennessee, praying Congress to grant ji., 
a back pension. ‘ ; 
| sy Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: The memoria} o 
| officers, soldiers, seamen, marines, &e., from Philade ; 
asking a modification of the bounty land act of Sept 
| 1850. 
| By Mr. KUHNS: The petition of Jabez Hollingswory 
L. Brenneman, and 232 others, citizens of Armstrong eoyp, 
ty, Pennsylvania, on the subject of the freedom of the py). 
lic lands, and praying Congress to provide for laying them 
|| Outin farms and lots for the free use of such citizens po, 
| possessed of other lands, and that the jurisdiction of the 
| public lands be transferred to States or Territories on that 
condition. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 13, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burure, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Senate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Senat®, showing the number of persons employed 
in*his office during the year 185], and the com- 
pensation allowed to each. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 
Ordered, That it lie on the table and be printed. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore also laid before 
the Senate a report of the Secretary of War, 
| transmitting, in compliance with the resolution of 

the Senate of December 29, 1851, information rel- 
| ative to the construction of a military road from 
Fort Dodge to Dubuque, in Iowa, and the cost of 
transporting munitions of war, provisions, &e., 
used at that fort from the Mississippi river; which 
was read, and 
|| On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Military 
| Affairs, and be printed. - 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore also laid before 
the Senate a report of the Secretary of the Senate, 
with a statement of the payments from the con- 
| tingent fund of the Senate forthe year ending No- 
| vember 30, 1851; and,’ 
| Qn motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, it was 
Ordered, That it lie on the table and be printed. 


PETITIONS. 


| Mr. MILLER presented the proceedings of a 
|| public meeting of citizens of Trenton, New Jersey, 
| in favor of the intervention of the United States 
| in behalf of the people of Hungary; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
'| Mr. SHIELDS presented the memorial of Am- 
| brose W. Thompson, proposing to enter into a 
contract with the Postmaster General, to convey 
the mails between the United States ard Ireland in 
first-class steamships; which was referred to the 
_ Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. RUSK presented’ the petition of John A. 
Lynch, praying compénsation for his services as & 
clerk in the ‘Treasury Department; which, together 
with the papers on the files of the Senate relating 
to the same subject, were referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

Mr. SOULE presegted the petition of John S. 
Maunsell and William Parker, praying that a 
register may be issued to them for the brig 
‘* Sylphide;’’ which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. ; 

Also, the memorial of ‘Thomas Powell, by his 
assignee, the New. Orleans Canal and Banking 
Company, praying the appointmentof a board to 
| revise the decisions of the late Board of Commis 
_sioners. for settling the claims of American cilt- 
zens against Mexico; which was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Also, the memorial of Nathan C. Folger, pray- 
| ing the appointment of a tribunal to review the 
|, decisions of the late Board of Commissioners for 
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settlement of claims of American citizens 
Mexico; which was referred.to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 





the 


against 


Also, the memorial of Gabriel Villeré, praying 
indemnity for damages: done to his property by 
the American and British forces during the last 
war with Great Britain; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, = 

Mr. Se a petition of passed 


midshipmen of the 


i 


avy, praying that.a separate | 


grade may be established by law, with an increase | 


aa to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a petition of John West and others en- 
gaged in the merchant and privateer service during 
the last war with Great Britain, praying compen- 
sation for loss of time and privations in conse- 
quence of their capture and imprisonment by the 
enemy; Which was referred to the Committee of 


Claims. 


nay, for that class of naval officers; which was | 


Also, a petition of forward officers of the Navy, | 


raying an increase of pay; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Hugh Wallace Wormeley, 
formerly an officer of the Navy, praying a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Thomas Kennedy, on | 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on | 


‘ Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate 
relating to the claim of the Common Council of New York 
city, for expenses in Organizing, equipping, and subsisting 
aregiment of New York volunteers for the Mexican war, 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial and papers of L. Ralston, 


on the files of the Senate, be withdrawn and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES, 
Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill for the 
relief of Edward Everett, late a sergeant in the 
United States Army, reported back the same with- 
out amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of the heirs and 


legal representatives of the late Colonel Alexander | 


G. Morgan, reported back the same without 
amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill to increase the efficiency of 


the Army by a retired list for disabled officers, re- | 


ported back the same with amendments. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill for the 
relief of the Virginia Woolen Company, reported 
back the same without amendment. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 
110) to purchase the stock owned by individuals 
in the Louisville and Portland canal, and for other 
ea which was read a first and second time 
y unanimoug consent, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 111) for 


the relief of William A. Richmond; which was | 


read a first and second time by unanimous consent, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


NOTICE OF BILL. 
Mr. STOCKTON gave notive that he should 


‘o-morrow, or on some early day thereafter, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to authorize the Postmas- 
ter General to contract for earrying the mails be- 
tween Jersey City and port of New York and 
Galway, in lreland. 


COMPENDIUM OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. BRADBURY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained leave to introduc., ~ joint reso- 
lution providing for a compendium of ‘the annual 
public documents; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title. It is as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
of the United Steles of America in Coane attontiod, Thee 
the Fresident be, and he hereby is authorized and requested, 
at the commencement of each futui session of Congress, or 
*$800n thereafter as may be practic..ble, to cause to be pre- 
Pared a compendium of the public documents accompanying 
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the President’s message, and of the reports of the Secretary 





of the Treasury on the finances, and oa commerce and navi- 
gation, and of such other reports of any of the Secretaries 
as may be of general interest, embracing only the more im- 
portant portions thereof, for the purpose of being printed in 
asingle volume, as a substitute for the extra numbers of 
said documents heretofore published. 


Mr. BRADBURY. I move that the resolution 
be laid upon the table and printed. 

Mr. BADGER. 1 would ask the honorable Sen- 
ator if that resolution ought not to be referred to 
some committee? It seems to me that there is a pro- 
vision in the latter part of it which requires grave 
consideration. It is whether, if that joint resolu- 
tion becomes a law, it will not have the etlect of 
preventing the Senate from publishing these docu- 
ments at large. I suggest that it should be re- 
ferred. 

Mr. BRADBURY. By reference to the phra- 
seology of the resolution, it will be seen that it 
will have no such effect. The resolution contem- 
plates the preparation of a compendium of the 


| more material portions of the public documents in 


order that they a be printed. It does not de- 
clare that they shall be printed; but the number 
of documents that shall be printed in full, and the 
number of compendiums that will be printed, 
will all be matters depending on the future action 
of Congress. After the resolution is printed, if 
any necessity shall arise for its examination it can 


| then be referred. 
The motion to lay the resolution on the tuble 








and print it, was then agreed to. 
ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE CLERKS. 


Mr. GWIWN submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be au 
thorized to employ a clerk. 


Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution 


| for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be and they are hereby authorized to employ a 
clerk. 

ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, there is a bill 
upon your table which perhaps more than any 
other interests the public. If it can be taken up 
I believe it will be passed in a few minutes. I al- 


| lude to the bill making bounty land warrants as- 


signable. I hope it will be the pleasure of the 
Senate to take it up, and to effect that object | 
move that all previous orders be postponed. 

Several Senators. It will lead to debate. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I believe there are some 
two or three resolutions on the calendar as un- 
finished business, which should be first disposed 
of. The honorable Senator from Virginia, I be- 
lieve, thinks the bill which he mentions can be 
taken up and passed without discussion. 
I happen to know that there are questions involved 
in that bill which will not be disposed of without 
considerable debate. Under these circumstances, 
I hope that bill will not be taken up. 

Mr. HUNTER. I withdraw the motion for 


the present, but give notice that on Monday next | 


I will renew it. 


PRINTING THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution: 


** Beit resolved, &c., That the Joint Committee on Print- 


ing be directed to contract with Donelson & Armstrong for 
printing the Census returns, upon such terms as the com- 
mittee may deem reasonable.”’ 


Which Mr. Smitm had moved to amend by 
substituting the following: 


“‘[t shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior, in 
conformity with the provisions of the act entitled ‘ An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1842,’ approved on the 18th 
May of said year, to contract for the composition and press- 
work of —-- copies of the returfis of the Seventh Census, 
as the same are classified and arranged by said Secretary ; 
and in like manner to contract forso much paper and of 
such quality as he shall deem proper for said work; and in 
like manner to contract for binding said returns as printed 
in such style as he may judge expedient; provided the party 
to each of said contracts shall give such surety, and said 
paper and work shall be subject to such inspection, as said 
Secretary shall require to insure a faithful performance of 
the same.”’ 


Mr. BRIGHT proceeded to address the Senate 
at some length in defence of the resolution, and 
in reply to the remarks of the Senator from Con- 
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diana; and | am prompted to do so on account of 
the personal issue which my honorable friend 
made with me last evening. That honorable Sen- 
ator suw fit to remark, that at the last session of 
Congress he understood me to take ground in the 
Senate in favor of giving the printing of the census 
returns to a political press in this city—I think he 
named the Republic. 1 then suggested that he was 
under an entire misapprehension upon that sub- 
ject. I do not suppose that my hororable friend 
intended to misrepresent my position in that re- 
gard. The truth is, that from the very outset of 
this business, I have been utterly opposed t® the 
re-introductiqn into Congress of the old practice of 
dispensing the public printing, on any principle of 
political favoritism; and it so happens that } find 
myself on record, in a train of remarks submitted 
to the Senate, in relation to this very subject of 
printing the census returns, in which, views are 
expressed, such as I had the honor to lay before 





| the Senate in the remarks which I made yesterday; 


Now, || 


and I hope the Senate will indulge me in reading 
from these remarks a few extracts, showing what 
lL said. In the first extract which I will read, I 
remarked as follows: 


**T fully aceord in the opinion which bas been expressed 
by my friends upon the other side of the Chamber, that the 
time has gone by for investing the head of any depart- 
ment with an arbitrary discretion upon this subject of print 
ing.”’ 


And then again: 


** Now, then, this committee has reported this bill, as I 
have before remarked, containing the provision of the old 
law, and conterring on the head of the Department of the 
Interior the arbitrary power of making a contract with any 
individual that he pleases, and ypon any terms that he may 
see fit, without advertising, without competition. To any 
such provision in this bill, [ am utterly opposed—not that I 
believe the honorable gentleman at the head of that Depart- 
ment would abuse the trust thus confided in him; Lam eon- 
vinced he will execute it with as pyuctr fidelity as any other 
ot the distinguished citizens of the country. 

** Now, sir, in order to realize, or rather to carry out 
what has been the policy of the Government for several 
years past, to wit: to have ali the printing let out at con 
tract, and given to the lowest bidder, all that is required is 
the addition of a few words to the clause of the twentieth 
section.”’ 


The last clause reads thus: 


** And further, as the returns are made, to cause the same 
to be classified and arranged in the best and most con 
vement manner for use; and thousand copies thereof 
to be printed for distribution.”’ 

** Now, sir, if the ainendment of my honorable friend 
shall fail, I shall propose to add to that clause these worda: 
‘On contract, as now provided by law.’ That is to say, to 


> 


the Jowest bidder.”’ 


And then, again, I remarked: 


**f would say that I am not for subsidizing the press of 
the city, either the Whig or the Democratic press—either 


| the one or the other.”’ 


And again: 


**As to the scheme of giving the printing, at this late 
day, to the political press of this city, it is a proposition that 


| I shail resist to the uttermost, and at all times.”’ 


| whether upon the one side or the other. 


necticut, [Mr.Ssurn,] of yesterday. This speech 


will be found in the Ap 
Mr. SMITH. 


pendix. 
I wish to make a very_few re- 


marks in reply to my honorable friend from In- | 


| ste fit, to confer the execution of the work -_ 
| some portion of the public press in the city. 


And finally, I remarked: 


“TI am opposed to the existing system of printing. [ft 
must be amended; and I trust that before the present Con- 
gress is over, we may have some plan of doing the Con- 
gressional printing which will secure aceuracy,good quality, 
expedition, and all the other elements which are indisxpens- 
able to the transaction of business of Congress. I intend, 
sir, to resist now, and at all times hereatter, the connection 
of the public printing with the political press of tis eity, 
I therefore insist 
that the 2ist section is exactly right; and with respect to 
the preceding section, all that is required is simply the addi- 
tion of four or five words such as I have already suggested 


' to the Senate.”’ 


Such, Mr. President, were my views then, as 
they ha@ been at all times; and! have resisted to 
the uttermost, and on all occasions, the idea of 
breaking up the existing policy of the two Houses 
of Congress, and letting out the printing—either 
the printing of Congress or the departmental print- 
ing—to the lowest bidder. But! understand my 
honorable friend from Indiana {Mr. Barent] to 
say, that the amendment which | propose to his 


| resolution contemplates giving this printing to the 


Secretary of the Interior, to be disposed of by him 
arbitrarily and at his own discretion; or,in other 
words, to confer upon him the power, if he should 


re- 
gret very much, Mr. President, that when [ closed 
my remarks yesterday, I did not move the print- 
ing of this amendment; and when I consider the 
character of my chirography, I will not complain 
that my honorable friend from Indiana [Mr. 
Brient} should have entirely misapprehended the 
character of thisamendment. It does not, sir, pro- 




















































































































pose at all to confer any discretionary power upon 
the Secretary of the Interior. On the contrary, it 
requires him, in the first place, to let out the com- 
position and the press-work; in the next place, to 
contract for the supply of paper; and in the third 
place, to contract for the binding, in conformity 
with the provisions of an act entitled ** An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year 1542;” 


or, in other words, to let it out to the lowest bid- | 
der; to advertise it in the public papers for thirty | 


days; to receive the bids of all those who choose 
to enter into this competition, and then to let it out 
to those who will do the work for thealowest price, 
according to the specifications—the party bidding 
to give security, and the work, the whole work— 
the paper, the composition, the press-work, and 
the binding—to be subjected to such supervision 
and imspection as the honorable Secretary may 
deem to be necessary in order to secure a full and 
faithful performance of the contract. By my pro- 
posed amendment, therefore, I banish all favorit- 
ism in the execution of the work in any and every 
form, and put it upon the same footing as the de- 
partmental printing, except in one or two points 
which I regard as improvements, such as the sepa- 
rating of the printing and press-work from the 
oe of the paper, and these again from the 
inding—making each department distinct; and 
then again in requiring security and inspection 
and supervision in the execution of the work. 
There is, therefore, not to be any favoritism. The 
work is to be done on the lowest terms, and it will 


be done, I have no doubt, in a manner which will | 


be entirely satisfactory to the Departments, as well 
as to Congress and the people of the country in 
general. 

Again, Mr. President, the honorable Senator 
from Indiana saw fit to remark, that I had, as he 
presumed, greatly underrated the value of this 
work, and that I seemed to suppose that it was of 
very little consequence—that it was a thing to be 
printed and threwn aside, like many other docu- 
ments, as of no value. 


value—that it is to go into the records of the Gov- 
ernment, and into our colleges and the various 
States of the Union; and the hohorable Senator 
saw fit to have read, at the desk of the Clerk of 
the Senate, some eulogies by some foreign writer 
(1 hardly know who) on the value of this work, 


and speaking of it as being a very great improve- | 


ment on any work of this character, either in this 
country or in Europe. Sir, [ have not under- 
valued this work. know that it is a work of 
high importance. 


printing it at the Union office? That is the ques- 
tion I wish him to answer me. 
importance of the work to do with the printing 
of it at the Union office without any competitors ? 
What has that to do with the question of the pro- 
priety of conferring this work upon the political 
press of this city as a matter of favoritism? I 


do not know but that there may be Senators | 
enough to carry out such a scheme; but at all 


events I am going to wait to hear the votes of 


Senators announced before I will believe that they 


will do it. But the honorable Senator stands up 
and gravely tells the Senate that this work is un- 
disposed of—that it is a sort of waif and estray, 
which the honorable Senator proposes we should 


capture and deliver over to the proprietorg of the 
Union newspaper in this city. And ‘it Mork,” 


says the honorable Senator, that is ‘‘un isposed 


of!’ And this is said, I presume, to alleviate 
any little irritation of conscience which there may 
be; and I venture to say that there is a good deal 


on all sides of this Chamber in regard to the pro- || 


priety of taking this course. It is a work which 
the honorable Senator says is ** undisposed of 
And why is it undisposed of? Simply because 
we have not ordered the Secretary of the Interior 
to print it. And if it were ordered to be printed, 
then it would come under the Jaw of 1842, which 


tells the Senator from Indiana that it shall not go"! 


into the Union office, or, in other words, that it || some justification of this extraordinary nad 


_I think I am in order to denounce this system as 


shall not be disposed of unless they do it in this | 
The Senate is to make this order, and | 


form. 
then comes in the law of 1842 to take hold of it. 


hand it over to my friend from Arkansas, [Mr. 
Bortann.] He again [Mr. Bortanp] replies 


__ SS CONGR 


In his argument, how- | 
ever, the Senator says it is a work of very great | 


But what, let me ask the hon- | 
orable Senator from Indiana, has that to do with | 


What has the 


| lars a volume; and because 


‘| against the practice, though I have taken them, 
as I understand the Senator from Conneciicut has 


|| books? It is not Congressional printing, it is not | 
The gentleman proposes to alter this law to take || 


it out of the hands of the proper party, and to || 
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that he will have nothing to do with it, and I re- || 


spect and honor him very much for coming to such 
a conclusion. He does not like the job. Bat, 
says my honorable friend from Indiana, ‘1 guess 
I can find Senators who would be willing to do 
this.”’ Possibly he may; i do not know but he 
will. Perhaps the honorable Senator from Indi- 
ana himself will volunteer to help this most lucra- 
tive job into the office of a certain concern, for 
the welfare of which he appears to have a pro- 
found solicitude. 

‘* But,” again says the honorable Senator, “I 
can furnish you a precedent for all this, because 
Congress has been buying books from Gales & 
Seaton for I don’t know how long—about a quar- 
ter of a ceuntury—and handing them over to them- 
selves.”” Very well; I can tell that honorable 
Senator that I have not a very exalted opinion of 
that operation; and if he will introduce a proposi- 
tion to repeal the whole system, | will vote for his 


| had very little effect so far as l am cone 


GLOBE 


Jan. 


ag, 


But I must confess they he 


erned, for 


ich I hay 
I know that Congress has ie. 


our duties here. 


there are many volumes of them into wh 
never looked. 


| chased books, and has paid for them a great deal 


more than they were worth; and I hope that whey 


| my friend brings up the subject as one to be imi. 


instead of $300,000, it will cost half a millio 


| $300,000? On what basis does he make tha 


| tated, he does not propose that we shall pay this 


enormous price of $17 per copy; for if he ‘does 


n of 
dollars at the very least. 


But how does he know it will cost only 


t cal. 
Opies 
and ig 


culation? Has the Senator told how many ¢ 
of this work he proposes to have printed ? 


it not absolutely necessary that Congress shou 


settle the question in regard to the number of 


| copies before anybody ean make any calculation 
/on the expense of the work, or’even the cost of 


proposition, and restore all the books that | have || 


rot, to theGovernment. I say thata more waste- 
ful, more prodigal, more wicked system of dis- 
bursing the public money never existed on earth 
than this system of distributing books among 
members of Congress. I do not say this with 
the view of being understood as objecting to any 
pay which members get either in the form of mile- 
age or per diem. Itis not because | believe that 
they really get anything more than a fair compen- 
sation for their services here. 1 know that I earn 
every dollar which I receive here; and if I have a 
trifle to carry home to keep to pay the expenses 


well. It is not because we take out of the public 
treasury $17 to pay for a volume to give to a 
member that I object—seventeen {dollars to pay 
for that which is absolutely not worth three dol- 
lars. We pay hundreds of thousands of dollars 


/out of the Treasury of the United States every 


year for what is of no real use to us. 

A Senator, (in his seat.) Oh, move to divide 
the money amongst ourselves. 

Mr. SMITH, (laughingly:) Yes if we could 
divide the money among ourselves, there would 
be some propriety in that—some good common 
sense in that; but for the sake of conferring some 


| little miserable picayune benefit upon this member, 


or upon that one, when he newly comes to Con- 


gress—and I take my full share of responsibility | 


| on this matter, for I have had these books myself, 


and when they are applied for for others who have 


| not received them, lam constrained to vote for 
| them for very shame, because I myself have had 


them—but I say, in all earnestness, that it would 
be infinitely better, if this system is to be con- 
tinued, to tak@ this money openly and manfully 
out of the Treasury and distribute it amongst our- 
selves, than to resort to this indirect method of 
increasing the remuneration of members in a mode 
which is really of very little value to us one 
way or theother. But the honorable Senator from 
Indiana says that because this old and corrupt 
system—and I beg pardon for using the word 
‘‘corrupt,’’ for I mean nothing offensive by the 


way in which I use it—which has come down to | 


ius, Ide not know how long, is stil] in use, and 


because we are in the habit of ordering books for 


composition, to say nothing about press-work> 
Now my friend—and I certainly cherish for the 
Senator from Indiana sentiments of the very hivh- 


est respect; I know he is a vigilant and highly. 


valuable member of this body, and I will do him 
the justice to say here, that I know of no man 


| who is more prompt, more energetic, and more 


determined in resisting the passage through this 
Senate of any bill which will be likely to cast g 
burden upon the Treasury, without the severes, 
scrutiny, and will more insist on knowing all the 


_ elements of the cost—on this occasion seems to be 
| prepared to go to the entire extent of the result 


\ | which may follow from, his proposition, without 
of my family during the recess, I think I do very || 


knowing what number of copies we are to have 


| printed j,2nd he proposes to rush into this field at 


'| once, and in the dark. 


There appears to be something that has dis- 


| armed the usual vigilance of my friend from Indi- 
jana, for he says the Secretary tells him this 


morning that he has one State done. I do not 


| know how long they have been in arriving at that 


point of consummation; and when the remaining 


| States are to be completed, I do not know. 


Sir, I know that Congress has been in the habit 


| of buying books; and I know that we provide for 
the publication of our debates—to what profit | 


members of Congress, and now that we have a || 


| piece of departmental printing, which the honorable 


Senator thinks will cost not more than three hun- 
dred thousand dollars, reckoning on the basis of 





whereas that cost was no less than seventeen dol- || 


Mr. BRIGHT. 1 desire to correct the Senator, 
anything against the system of printing books. I | 
have never voted for books; I have always voted | 


also. 

Mr. SMITH. I am sensible, in speaking of the 
distribution of books among members, that I have 
traveled in some degree out of the proper limits; 
but the honorable Senator referred to it, as being 


an abuse. But after all, what is it but buying | 


departmental printing; it is buying certain books, 
containing a great deal of information which we | 
distribute among the members for the purpose, as 


|| we suppose, of enabling us the better to discharge | 


| 


1 
1 


| 


will not undertake to say, or with what utility to 
the country. We paid at the last Congress $7 50 
per column for the publication of our speeches in , 
the Intelligencer, and $7 50 to the Union. The 
Intelligencer could not live by it, and has there- 
fore gone out of the business. But the Union 
continues to prosecute the work, and I hope will 
prosecute it with success. As it is very important, 


| or is supposed to be very important, that our de- 


bates should be published in full, if $7 50 is not 


| a sufficient compensation to the ** Union,’ I am 
| willing to add to it, particularly as we are now 
| relieved from the expense of publishing them in 


’ 


the ‘Intelligencer. But what has that to do 


| with the question before us? What if we do hire 


the Union to print our debates, what if we do not 


| open the printing of our debates to competition? 
| This is a matter relating to departmental printing; 
/and I say that the ver 


moment we determine 
upon the number of copies to be printed, aad order 
the Secretary of the Interior to print the work, it 
comes under the operation of existing laws, and is 
disposed of. ° ” 

But, Mr. President, after having addressed the 


| Senate, perhaps at an unreasonable length, yester- 
day, oy this subject, I do not deem it right that 
six dollars per volume as the cost of the Archives, || 


I should trespass further upon the time and atten- 
tion of this body; and I have to express my thanks 


'| for the patience and attention that has been shown 
| in listening to me. 
| I did-not use the word ‘ corrupty’’ nor did I say | 


Mr. HALE. I want to say a word or two upon 
this subject, though I enter upon it with great re- 
luctance, and, if the Senate will excuse me, with 
great diffidence, [laughter] because, sir, we have 
been entertained, of late, with such lofty subjects, 
the safety of the Union, the spirit of the age, prog- 
ress, manifest destiny, national intervention, the 
Magyar race, &c., that it is-a great effort to clip 
the wings of a man’s imagination and come down 
to a printing office, and deal in such a common- 
place subject as the mere printing of these Census 
returns will be. But it isa part of what we are 
bound to do, and we must do it. I a 
that a great mistake has arisen from the fact that 
we are endeavoring to be a little more pure, a lit- 
tle more patriotic than our poor human nature 
will allow us to be. And here is an opportunity 
offered to us—I mean, to us Demoerats—to do 4 
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at public benefit te the country, and a little pri- 
vate benefit to @ party at the same time; and that 
agreat good and a small good can be effected at 
once. We had better not shut our eyes to the 
existing realities about us, and to strain them at 
some great national object that does not exist. 
We had better look clese at hard. 


, Democratic party in it. We cannot get along 
without them; and the next thing to be looked at 
is, that the party cannot get along without an 
organ. Who ever heard of a party without an 
ergan? But the countryman, who never saw an 
organ, and sees for the first time the man who is 
yerforming upon one, comes to the conclusion that 


We have a| 
sountry first, and the country has got a Whig and | 
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And I hope we will not forget to reward—not to || Connecticut [Mr. Smrru) is the proper plan. And 


| reward, but do a patriotic act to those coming on 


the stage. I am perfectly satisfied that a majority 
of this Senate will give this patronage to their 
friends. It would be strange if they did not. I 
think if my friend from Connecticut (Mr. Siri] 
was in power, he would do the same thing; if he 
would not, he would not live up to that reputa- 


| tion he has acquired, for his a has been 


the man who 1s touching the keys is the only one || 


employed in making the music. 
know that there is a boy behind, who blows 
the bellows. (Laughter. } What sort of an 
organ would it be without somebody behind? 
This bill is the boy that blews the bellows; this 
is the wind that fills the pipes; the keys are to be 
laved elsewhere. All that the public ordinarily 
sees, is the man; the bellows boy is behind. ‘The 
bellows boy in this case has to sit behind and— 
«raise the wind,” as a friend near me suggests, 
Now, it seems to me, it is a little ungenerous in 
the Whigs—standing on a high moral platform— 
{ now stand on a high platform, | can look down 
upon and talk to both parties—I say it seems to 
me a little ungenerous in the Whigs who, accord- 
ingto the authority which the honorable Senator 
from Indiana has adduced, have had bellows 
blowers for a long time, and their keys have been 
touched, for Whig organs will not go without bel- 
jows blowing any more than Democratic organs— 
[say it is a little hard, when they have had their 
bellows blowed so long, that they are not willing 


to have these new performers have the benefit of a | 


little wind. Donelson & Armstrong cannot touch 
the keys without this blowing, and [ am willing to 
give a liberal quantity of wind; | am willing to 


ive anything not very extravagant; and I[ hope, 


if we do this, as we certainly shall—for we all 
know where the majority is—we are a majority 
here, sir, I mean we, the’ Democrats, and we are 
going to have a broad platform, broad enough for 
allconservatives and republicans to stand upon, both 
- Northand South—-being in a decided majority, we 
shall carry this measure in one way or another. 
There is no doubt about it, for human nature is 
as human now as it ever has been, and it 
will continue to be the same, at least till after the 
next presidential election. 
to the future, that after we have been so liberal, 
our liberality will continue, ~ for there is another 
party, a very small party, I mean now the Free- 
Soil party—and they, too, want wind. They only 
publish a wéekly paper now, but by and by, as 
the party is progressing. they may have a daily 
organ; and i 
more than yours can without wind. And I hope 
those whose organs have been so long making 


such sweet music, the public all the while blowing || 


Well, I hope, looking | 


the bellows, will show some magnanimity to them | 


when they come forward with their very modest 
request to raise a little wind. Now this, 1 think, 
is the real, sober, matter of fact view of the case. 
That is to 
tween ourselves. I hope the reporters will not 
print this, because this is not for the public; it is 
for us. Our organs want wind; we have the 


, this is what we will talk over be- | 


means to give it to them, and we will give | 


it to them. 


1 know that this will be a favor | 


to these gentlemen, I know that if I were in | 
power—but I forgot, I am of the Democratic | 


party, [laughter;] but if 1 were differently situ- 
ated, | would go for giving to my friends in pref- 
erence to those who are opposed to us. Now, as 
this is the natural and common-sense view of the 
subject—the view we all take of it, the view that 


everybody has taken since the fall of Adam—I | 
do not mean of Adams—as it is the proper view, | 


why not come up to it at once? I presume that 
Donelson & Armstrong are highly respectable 
gentlemen; I do not know them. And I hope 
there will be a provision, or that the committee 
will arrange the matter so that what we do for the 
Union now will not prejudice Mr. Ritchie’s 
claims, because he said that he played and fur- 
nished the wind. I hope then this will not preju- 
dice his claim, but that we shall remember him. 


* Let others hail the rising suo— 
I bow to him whose race is run.” 


He does not || 


that he will stand by his friends. No man need 
blush for that. I hope my friends will stand by 
me. I have not a great many here, sir; but I 
 ~ what few I have will stand by me. 

Now let us have done with this matter. I have 
no doubt this will help the Union, and I am will- 
ing that it should be helped. The great Union 
has been saved, and the little Unien ought to be 
helped; and the two acts are in unison. I hope 
we shall all take this practical view of it. I trust 


|I do not offend the sensibilities of any one; | 


hope nobody is loaded with a flowery speech, 
full of tropes and figures of rhetoric, who will be 


| shocked at the apparently trifling manner in which 


and not any more. 


this question. 


I have treated this subject. I am in earnest; and 
being so, I can assure the honorable gentlemen 
from Connecticut and Indiana, that I do not im- 
peach their motives in the least. I believe there 
is a good deal of human nature in mankind gen- 


'| erally, and as much of it in these honorable Sena- 


tors as there is in high-minded men everywhere, 
And I believe that manifest 
ae ‘to this manner of doing this print- 
ing. et us bow to manifest destiny, and let us 
not spend a great deal more time in discussing 
I hope I have given a rational 
view of this subject—one that will commend itself 
to the mind of every Senator, and that we shall 
be disposed to come to a decision of this question 
at once. 

Mr. DAWSON. Before the question is taken 
I desire to say a few words on the subject. The 


resolution and amendment both contemplate the 


| siderations will 


printing of the census returns, and it is a oe 
of judgment submitted to this body which is the 


_ best plan, and which will carry out the object of 


the Senate, and be most advantageous to the coun- 
try. That is the question on which we are to 
divide, and I am sure, for one, that party con- 
not influence the votes of the 


} majority of this body. The resolution of the Sen- 


ator from Indiana proposes that this printing shall 
be let out by the Committee on Printing of this 
body, and designates that a contract shall be made 
with persons therein named. Now I object to 
this course, for the reason that it excludes all 


| competition, and places the publication of an im- 


they do, their organ cannot P° any || 


portant work in the hands of a mere newspaper 


| establishment—not a bookbinding or book printing 


establishment at all. 

It is said that there is a precedent for this. That 
is very true. Both parties in Congress at different 
times have probably pursued this course; but the 


| question at present is, has there ever been, since 


this Government commenced, one single proposi- 
tion for printing for the benefit of the country 
involving so large an amount? What is the ques- 


| tion? It is in truth an appropriation of from three 


hundred thousand to five hundred thousand dol- 
lars of the public money to execute this printing. 
The Senator from Indiana puts down this work 
at six dollars per volume, and makes it to consist 
of two volumes, thus making twelve dollars for 
the set; and he limits the number to twenty-five 
thousand volumes, which makes the sum of three 
hundred thousand dollars. Now, sir, if Senators 
will only reflect for a moment, I think they will 
soon perceive that the Senator from Indiana has 
not given us more than half the estimate of what 
this work will actually cost. Look at all the his- 
tory of the past, and all the precedents that can 
be cited, the patent reports and others, and see 
whether this is not the case. This document will 
be admitted to be a vastly more important publi- 
cation than any we have ever ordered. Suppose, 
now, that we should print fifty thousand copies— 
and a friend on whose judgment I can rely, sup- 


| poses we shall need that number—then the amount 
| will run up to six hundred thousand dollars. 


Now, what is it that we want? We want a 
book published in the best and cheapest style; and 
the question is, what plan shall we adopt to effect 
this? I maintain, Mr. President, and I think I 
can show it satisfactorily, that the plan proposed 


Government? 


what is that plan? It is that the work shall be let 
out under contract by the Secretary of the Interior. 
And why is it proper that the Secretary of the 
Interior should have something to do with this 
work? Has not the Census been taken under the 
law, through that department of the Government? 
Is not the Superintendent of the Census, the head 
of that bureau, subject to the Government of the 
country? Certainly. Who knows most about 
the plan of this work, or about the way in which 
the compendium has been formed, or how it should 
be printed, so as best to carry out the intentions of 
Congress, aggperfected in and through the Interior 
Department, as the Secretary of the Interior? And 
is it not well known to this rie that the printing 
of this work will be commenced before the work 
itselfis completed in the office of the Secretary of the 
Interior? It seems to me that, in a matter involv- 
ing so many figures—for 1 believe the work will 
consist pretty much of figures, except merely a 
few words of introduction to each State—with this 
exception, all the rest are statistics,—I say, that in 
a matter where there are so many figures, there 
must be liability to very many errors. And how 
are those errors to be avoided or corrected except 
by those who superintend the publication? And 
who car better superintend the publication than 
the head of the Census Bureau, or Superintendent 
of the Census, under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior? Sir, itis clear that no one can do 
it so well as he. 

And here permit me to throw out a suggestion 
for the consideration of both sides of this House, 
whether they be Democrats or Whigs. What 
would be the suggestion which would be made in 
relation to this resolution, if we were to pass it 
just on the eve of a presidential election? Would 
it not be said that through the agency of party 
power, we had made an appropriation of public 
money to sustain an organ at the expense of the 
I do not make any such charge; 
but it is our duty so to legislate as to prevent the 
public mind from entertaining the belief that we 
are influenced here by improper motives. Now, 
how can this best be done? Why, sir, by doing 
that which is right—by doing our duty, and then 
endeavoring to satisfy the country that what we 
have done is right. And I submit it to you, and 
to every Senator on this floor, if we as individu- 
als had the contract to let out, having to pay from 
three to five hundred thousand dollars, whether 

we would not do it under special contract, and let 
it out to the lowest bidder, first giving him the 
means of ascertaining the terms we proposed, and 
the character of the work which we desired to 
have done? We should certainly do this. We 
| would feel ourselves bound to employ those per- 
sons whom we believed would do the work best, 
and at the cheapest rate. And who, sir, under- 
stands this matter best? and who should be our 
'agent? Not the Committee on Printing ‘of the 
Senate, for their chairman refuses to undertake 
the great and important work of making a contract 
by which from three to five hundred thousand 
dollars are to be expended. Why does he refuse? 
Because, he says, that he is not competent; that 
it is not in the Tine of his usual vocation; that he 
has not the requisite judgment to protect the 
country through his instrumentality frqm prob- 


able imposition or from a bad contract. This is 
honest and correct on his part. 
| Where then can we next best go to? Wego 


to th d of the Interior Department. And who 
is the head of that Department? And what are 
his qualifications for this business? We all know 
that so far as printing is concerned, he is an in- 
dividual who has more printing to be done than 
| any other of the Secretaries in the various depart- 
| ments of this Government. And has not the 
inting of these various departments for years 
Seen done under contracts made by the gentlemen 
at the head of these various departments? Cer- 
tainly it has. And bas not that printing been sat- 
isfactory? Have we ever heard of any complaints 
similar to those which we have heard in reference 
| to the printing of the Senate? No, sir; not any. 
Why then do we say ** We will not trust you?’’ 
Why take it from him? Is he not as competent 
as the committee of this House? And will he not 
be more competent when he can say to the world, 
| “* Hereis a contract which will involve the expendi- 
ture of five hundred thousand dollars; I require 


by the amendment submitted by the Senator from || these census returns to be published according 










































































































































“~ 


oon 


ne eee ‘ 
ve. e 


oo 


Pree ee eo 


262 


ae ea te a 


to the plan or size ofa certain book, on such and 
such paper, and the binding to be done m such 
and such a mannerand who ts the public printer;”’ 
from Appleton, of Boston, to Harpers, of New 
York, who will undertake this work, and do it 
cheapest, according to the plan proposed by the 
Secretary of the Interior? Are we to suppose 
that he will propose a plan for the work not dura- 
ble in ite character, and advantageous to the coun- 
try? Not atall. Then by this means we have 


competition, and competition regulates prices. | 


Competition brings down labor to the mere point 
where it can make support, and it is our duty to 
make itso. Now,I ask, is the Unign office to be 
deprived of the same privilege, or the Intelligencer 


or any book-binding establishment in the United | 
They come in competition; and if 


States? No. 
they have the material, and the time, and the 
proper capacity to execute the work, there is the 
public aunouncement; put in your bid, and if you 
are the lowest bidder you will get it. By this mode 
you will not exclude the Globe or the Republic, 
or any other office. And why then give it exclu- 
sively to the Union? Is it because they can do it 
better than any other? Not at all. ‘They may 
do it equally as well. The only objection I have to 
the resolution is, that by it you confine the print- 
ing to certain individuals, and deprive the country 
of the benefit of competition. 

Mr. President, it is said that our work has 
been badly done. In some instances, I admit this 
may be so, but to make this declaration with re- 
spect to all of it, is unjust towards that old gentle- 
man who formerly-did our printing. I speak of 
Mr. Ritchie. To sa 
printing is eieuaall was not done honestly, and 
in good faith, is not true. The printing by Mr. 
Hamilton has been better than for many years 
preceding, and the paper has been honestly sup- 
plied, and all the material has been such as shows 
durability and clearness upon its face. 


Mr. BORLAND. 


that the printing has been done according to con- 
tract, 

Mr. DAWSON. Not at all. 

Mr. BORLAND. It is my duty to say that 
I have most carefully examined both the printing 
and the paper, weighing the paper with a pair of 
scales, prepared expressly for that purpose, and I 
find it to fall short, at least twenty-five per cent., 
of what the contract requires. 

Mr. DAWSON. I am not speaking about the 
contract; | maintain, though, that the paper and 
printing are both clear, and to my eye very 

od. 

Sut itis alleged, on the one side, that you have 
failed in all the special contracts which you have 
made; and on the other, that all the contracts 
which you have made by letting out the work to 
the lowest bidder have been a total failure. I will 
ask of the Senate, where is the special contract, 


which was made with the lowest bidder according | 


to the terms specified, that has not been conformed 


United States? Is it your ** Blue Book?’’ 
gines of this country? They have come up to the 
public expectation. j 
contfact. And, besides, if you let the work out to 
the lowest bidder, upon terms specified and agreed 
on, and the bidder fails to discharge his duty, 
whatare your courts of justice intéhded for? What 
is the judgment of your body? You re the 
power of appropriation; and if there be a failure 
to comply with the contract, you have it in your 
power to stop the appropriation for it, and also to 


sue the violator of the contract and recover dam- | 


ages. Why, sir, has it come to this that there is 
such a want of confidence in the contractors with 
this Government that we should look necessarily 
for a failure, and that we should make a contract 
for an amount above what we could procure it for 
from other individuals, merely to avoid the conse- 
quences of the failure on the part of contractors to 
conform to their contracts? It is unjust to argue 
thus. The presumption is, that every man who 


conform to it. 


I stated that I preferred the amendment of the | 


Senator from Connecticut; and why? Because it 


| of party considerations. 


that his work, so far as the | 


I wish to inquire of the— 
Senator from Georgia, if | understood him to say , 


i plated. 


\| brought all that into the census returns. 
| production; and is it not just to him, if you adopt | 


Is it || 
Schooleraft’s publication in relation to the abori- | 


They have come up to the | 


| all. 


_ divided in the presidential canvass. 


ests of the country. 
| that; and the only way to avoid it is to accept the 


y | amendment of the Senator from Connecticut. 
would permit competition to enter into the dispo- | 


sition of this contract; because it would give to all | 
connected with the printing interest of the United | 


States a right to judge whether they could bid || 


lower than another or not. 
public work, where printing is involved, it is a 


right that belongs to every printing establishment | 


to have the liberty of making a proposition to do 
it. lt is contrary to the prineiples of ou ‘ Govern- 
ment to confine our contracts to particular persons, 
to the exclusion of others equally competent to 
perform the work 
ity, sir, and base our action upon such a ground 


We should observe an equal- | 
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In disposing of the || thousand. 


} 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


that every man in the community who desires, | 


may compete for the contract. 
Senate and the country whether either party, I 
care not which, that pursues the course proposed 


1 submit to the | 


not confining itself down to terms inconsistent | 


with the public interest, and in violation of the || 


What! if I 


right of other citizens of the country. 


am a printer in the city of Washington, and the | 
Union office is also a printing establishment here, | 
shall I be excluded from the right of competing | 


with it for the public printing upon any principle 
that we can adopt? 
it be? 


I do not pretend to stand upon—that it grows out 


ought not to believe it. 
forth to the country against the character of this 


for them? And how can we avoid it? By pursu 


Upon what principle would | 
The Senator from New Hampshire rather | 
ironically presented a state of things here which 


I cannot believe that—l | 
But if these charges go | 


| body, should we not avoid giving any foundation | 


ing a proper and consistent course on this subject. | 


Let your printing go where it ought to go. 


This | 


is an emanation from the Department of the Inte-_| 


rior. 
terested in the proper publication of this work. 
Ele superintended the taking of the census. 
reputation is involved in it. 
to adopt much in that work which was never 


There is a responsible man there deeply in- | 


His | 


Weare now about | 


authorized by law; for in the act authorizing | 


the census to be taken nothing is said about 


the counties were formed, or making any histori- | 
cal or geological representations of the various | 


States in the Union. 


But it is allin the returns. ‘They contain 


That was never contem- | 


that valuable information all of which we are to | 


adopt. Who is the author of that? 
did not authorize it to be obtained. The Superin- 
tendent of the Census, through his labor, has 


Congress | 


It is his | 


that as a part of your census returns, that he at | 


might creep into it. 


| least should have the superintendence of the pub- || 
| lication, so that he may correct any errors which 
When you passed the law | 


authorizing the census to be taken, you said that | 


the printing of this work should be reserved to 
Congress. And why? 


already employed by contract to do the Congres- 


| sional printing. And why did you do that? In }) 
| order that it might be printed in a style to accord | 
|| with your views and wishes. 


Now, Congress | 
toand the printing well done for the Senate of the | 


can prescribe the manner and style of publication, | 
and direct the Secretary of the Interior to attend | 


to it, or we can direct him to prescribe the manner |' mentioned, the law actually requires we shall have 


in which it should be done, and he can have it 
done. 


Mr. President, I have very little interest in this |) 
I have 


an interest, though, in protecting this body from | 


matter as to the amount of appropriation. 


unjust insinuations. I have no objection to the 


| Union office having this printing. But 1 object to 
| their having the exclusive right to it. 


I maintain 
that Rives, or Gales & Seaton, and everybody 
else, should have the same privilege. No party 
considerations govern mein this matter. None at 
I stand independent of all influence of that 

We do not know how the papers will be 
It was said 
by the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
Haxe,] that human nature will be the same at 
least until after the next presidential election. 
What does that mean? It means that we are 
acting on party purposes; that we are laying down 


kind. 


|| party positions, and making contracts merely to 
enters into a contract is honest and will honestly |, 


subserve party considerations, and not the inter- 
I say it is our duty to avoid 


Mr. SMITH. Thereis a blank in the amend- 
ment which is to be filled. I move to fill it with 


| twelve thousand. 


| —— 
| by the resolution of the Senator from Indiana, is I 


E. Jan. 13, 


Treiineeiimepininnenninene ee 
Mr. BADGER. I move to fill it with finy 


The PRESIDENT. The question wi 
on the motion of the Senator from North 
to fill the blank with fifty thousand. 

When a division was called for— 

Mr. BADGER said: As gentlemen seem to | 
startled at the idea of fifty thousand copies, | will 
change my motion to twenty-five thousand copies 
The twelve thousand proposed by the Senato, 
from Connecticut will be entirely too inadequate. 
It will only involve the necessity of Congress pub. 
lishing a future edition of the work with increased 


u be first 
Caroling 


ir. PEARCE. Does this refer to the printiy 
of a compendium or of the original returns ? . 

Mr.SMITH. The original returns as arran 
in the Census Office. Itis the large work, 

Mr. BADGER. 1 did not know that. 

Mr. PEARCE. The number is entirely too 
large. 1 think one-fourth of the quantity will be 
entirely adequate. 

Mr. BADGER. I thought it related to the 
compendium; but as it relates to the original re. 
turns, | withdraw my motion. 

Mr. BORLAND. I think the whole proceed. 
ing, now peoposed, embracing the original resoly- 
tion, as well as the amendments under considera. 
tion, is irregular and premature. The act of the 
last Congress, commonly called the Census Bill, 
in reference to the results of which it is now pro- 
posed we shall act, requires, by express provision, 
that after the information had been collected by 
the marshals, and forwarded to Washington, the 
Superintendent of Census should digest and pre- 
pare a plan for its publication, and lay it before 
Congress at this session; and further, thatthe print- 
ing of the information thus obtained, prepared, and 
laid before us, should then be done, as Congress 
should direct. Now, sir, I ask, has this duty of 


ged 


|| the Suprintendent of Census been performed? Has 
ascertaining when the States were settled, when | 


the information required by the law, and in the 
form required, been laid before us? If so, where 
is it—who has seen it—who can tell us anything 
about it? What are we to print? Shall it be the 
whole mass of matter, in the crudeand undigested 
state in which it was received from the deputy 
marshals, that has been received by the Superin- 
tendent of Census? Or, if not the whole, then, 
how much of it, and what part of it? Itseemsto 
me that every one must perceive that, before we 
undertake to dispose of this matter, it is indispens- 
able that we shall know what it is; that is, we 
must know what, and how much, we intend to 


| print, before we can print it; or, what is thesame 


thing, contract for #, as proposed in the resolution. 


| With all the information before the Senate, or the 
'| committee, which could possibly be obtained, it 
To keep it out of the | 
' public printer’s hands—the printer hares had | 


would be very difficult to make the estimates to 
insure an intelligent and practicable contract. 
Without any information at all, as to the charae- 
ter and quantity of the work, as we now are, ‘t 
would be impossible. No one can tell us, except 


| by vague and unreliable guesses, whether the 


work, when printed, will make one volume, or 
twenty volumes. But all the information I have 


before we proceed further. I think every consid- 
eration of duty and of policy demgnds that we 
should conform to the requirements Of the law. 

At the suggestion of a friend near me, I ask for 
the reading of the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Comments UF: Smiru.] 

The amendment was read. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The original law which was 


introduced at the first session of the Thirty-first 
| Congress, directing the taking of the Seventh Cen- 


|| sus, constituted the Secretary of State and Attor- 


ney General a Census Board. Tey were directed 


| by the terms of the law to agree upon the statistics 
/and enumerations of the inhabitants of the United 
| States which were to be taken. 


The forms that 
are now in use or have been used were adopted. 


The census, the enumeration, and statistics were 
collected in pursuance of that law. The Superin- 
_tendent of the Census Bureau has pre 
head of each State, what is called a historical 
, account of the State. 
| ties, of their political organization, resources, &., 


red at the 
A description of the coun- 


is also given. I understand some Senators t 
, object to the printing of so much of that collection 
_as relates to the counties. The resolution which 
| I have offered, places it in the gover of the com- 
| mittee to say whether it shall be printed or not. 
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not ste how the Senate can decide that. I 
have proposed to refer it to the committee, inferring | 
that they are the judges as to what should be | 
nrinted in this ease, as they have been in all other | 
cases of printing—for when we introduce a bill or 
report, 1 believé, under the rule, it goes to that 
committee, and they have the power to decide 
whether it shall be printed or not, or at least to 
actupon it and recommend to the Senate what 
should be done. And I have known of no case 
where their report was overruled. 

Mr. BORLAND. It has been done frequently. 

Mr. BRIGHT. At any rate, the original reso- 


iution contemplates the reference of this matter to | 


that committee, and they are to decide what shall 


be printed, and upon what terms it shall be done. 


| shall not address myself to the amendment of | 


the Senator from Connecticut, for the reason that 
| have no idea that it can be adopted. I think, 


however, that twenty-five thousand is an ample | 
number; but that is a matter not provided for by | 


my resolution. ‘The committee can decide upon 
that and report to the Senate. 


Mr. BORLAND. The Senator from Indiana | 


‘Mr. Brient] has fallen (inadvertently, I have 
no doubt) into a mistake upon two points: 
jst. He has, 1 think, misapprehended the pre- 


liminary census bill as to the functions and duties | 


of the Census Board created by it. He proceeds 
ypon the suppgsition that the powers of that 
Board were old ry, and its action final, in adopt- 
ing the plan for taking the Seventh Census. In 
this he is mistaken. It was made the duty of 
that Board to prepare a plan, embracing schedules, 
for the use of the marshals in taking the census. 
That was the extent of its powers; and its action, 
even to that limited extent, was not final. It was 
required to report to this body what it had done. 
That report was made, and we all remember what 
was then done. A census committee was then 


appointed, to whom the —_ of the Census | 


Board was referred. The plan proposed by the 
Board was revised, and materially modified by 
the committee. And the revision and modifica- 





quently do reject these recommendations. Asa 

| general practice, I admit, the reports from the 
Ceeunittes on Printing are adopted; but there | 
have been many instances of rejection, and still 
more of modification. Certain it is that the action 

| of the committee is, in no such case, final. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to make one remark 

| to correct the Senator from Arkansag. I was not 
mistaken in saying that the census, as taken 
under the present heads, is in conformity with 

| thedirections of Congress. I think the Senator 
himself is mistaken in having mistaken me. I 
stated that the report made by the Census Board 

|| was adopted, to be sure with alterations, by 

|| Congress subsequently; but the recommendations 

made by Congress, correcting the report of that 

Board, have been adopted and followed by the 

|| Superintendent of the Census. It is in pursuance 

|| of corrections made by the Senate that the census 

|| has been taken and prepared, and it is now ready 

for delivery. The Senator from Massachusetts 

|| [Mr. Davis] can correct me if I am mistaken. 

|| Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Pres 

Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator permit me 

to make a single remark ? 

| Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 

Mr. BORLAND. I will admit that the Super- 
intendent of the Census has followed the general 
plan prescribed in the census bill for taking the 
census. But in the remarks | just now made I 
|| did not allude to that part of his duty; I was 
| speaking of his other duty, required by the law, 
|| to classify and arrange the information collected, 
| and prepare and a before us a plan for its publi- 

cation. I repeat, the census bill requires this last- 
| named duty of him, and its due performance is an 
| indispensable preliminary to our action upon the 
|| question of printing. We are not to print and 

divew out to the public the enormous and crude 
mass of matter made up of all the returns of all the 
marshals in the form in which it has been received 
|| at the Census Office. Why, sir, if we were so 
|| unwise as to undertake such a work as that, it 
|| would be difficult to estimate its cost in dollars 





tion did not stop there; but when the committee 4! and cents, and equally difficult, perhaps, to find 


reported to the Senate, a protracted discussion 
was had—tRe whole subject was examined, per- 
haps more thoroughly and critically than any 
other subject has ever been examined here; 
many days, indeed mf memory is that several 
weeks, were occupied with it. Many, and in 
some respects radical, changes were made. In 
the osibtaten, whole columns were stricken out 
and others were added; and in several instan- 
ces, think, the captions were so altered as to 
give an entirely new character to the informa- 
tion to be collected. When we had done with it, 
in this respect, and adopted a general plan, which 
may be called a new pan, of our own, upon the 
basis, | admit, of those furnished us by the Board 


and committee, but materially differing from both, | 
we were so careful to guard the consummation of | 


a work to which weattached so much importance 
and upon which we had bestowed so much labor, 


that we would not agree that its results should be | 


printed and published until it should again under- 
go our scrutiny and revision. For this final scru- 
tiny and revision, we provided in the census bill, 
proper, passed at the conclusion of that careful 
and extend@ discussion, by requiring that the 
Superintendent of Census, after the information 
should have been collected, under the law and 
according to the plan we had adopted, should 
classify and arrange that information and lay it 
before us with a plan for its publication at this 
session of Congress. The duty of thus classify- 
ing and arranging the information collected under 
the census bill, and of laying it, together with a 
for its publication, before us, has not yet 


een performed. Until that shall have been done, | 


we have nothing to act upon for the purpose of 
e There is nothing to print. 

2d. The Senator is equally mistaken as to the 
functions and powers of the Committee on Print- 
ing. The powers of that committee, like those of 
all our other committees, are properly limited to 
making réports and recommendations. In the 
matter of ordering documents to be printed, its 
action is, in no case, final. A motion to print is 
made in the Senate, and then referred to the com- 
mittee. This is followed by a report from the 
committee, which is only a recommendation 
which the Senate can adopt or reject at its pleas- 
ure; and it is well known that they not unfre- 


|, room in the Capitol for the books after they were 
|| printed. I feel quite sure this Chamber is not 

feege enough to contain them. But the proper 
|| course alike for the Superintendent of Census 
| and for us, is plainly and imperatively marked 
|| out by the law: He shall classify and arrange the 
|, information, and then lay his plan for its publica- 
y tion before us; and it becomes our duty, after 
! 
1] 


| 
hi 


adopting, modifying, or substituting that plan, to 
order the printing in accordance with the plan 
| agreed upon. 
| course embrace such a condensation and digest 
|| of the whole mass of information as to bring it 
| within a compendious and practicable compass 
for printing. 

Mr. DAVIS. I do not think itis very import- 
ant to go into the history of the bill under which 
|| the census was taken, though I apprehend that 
|| both the gentlemen, especially the Senator who 
brings forward this resolution, are under some 
mistake about it. The truth is, that the Census 
|| Board, as it is termed, was directed by Congress 
| to make a set of tables; but when Congress as- 

sembled, no set of tables was laid before them. 
They, however, appointed a special committee to 
| enter upon this subject. That committee had ac- 
| complished nearly all their labors before any offi- 
| cial report was made at all, and then a very large 
| portion of their work, as my friend knows, was 
| incorperated into the report of this very board. 
| That is the history of those tables. They came 
in an unofficial form that had been worked out by 
| a number of individuals who had been employed 
upon that “subject. They contained information 
of very great value. They were of very great 
| importance, but at the same time they were not 
| officially laid before us. It was upon them that 
|| the tables were a built up mainly and chiefly 
| by the committee. But that is not of any im- 
It was sufficiently discussed at the last 








| portance. 
| Congress. 
Mr. President, 1 had supposed wWen the dis- 
| cussion upon this subject first commenced, when 
| this topic was first brought before the Senate, 
| that there was in preparation—indeed, | had seen 


| it announced in the newspapers that there was | 


| in preparation—s condensation of the statistics 
for the State of Maryland, which was to be laid 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


Any plan to be adopted must of || 


it is capable of improvement. 


' to have been done long ago. 
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the preparation, which would be followed out 
with the residue of the States and Territo- 
ries. It has been so said since the subject has 
been under consideration here. Well, sir, it is 
quite necessary that this vast mass of matter, 
which I age eo goes into the Census Office hy 
cart-loads, should be condeased with great judg- 
ment and good sense, and reduced to some prac- 
tical size, so that it can be brought into print 
without incurring any very enormous expense to 
do it, and into a form that will be se to the 
public. On that hangs all the value of this im- 
mense undertaking of collecting statistics of pop- 
ulation, &c. I do not know to what the expense 
of all this wili sum up, but I suppose it will be 
from one to two and a half millions of dollars. 
My honorable friend from Connecticutsays that it 
will be somewhere between seventeen and eighteen 
hundred thousand dollars. I speak of the ex- 
pense of taking the census. I mean to say, that 
this information is acquired by the payment of a 
vast sum of money. It is either valuable or 
ought to be valuable. And, sir, when we are un- 
dertaking to arrange this matter so as to spread it 
before the public in a form that will make it ac- 
cessible, I really think we ought to understand 
what we are about todo. Now, I would ask the 
Senator who takes the lead in this business, where 
is that account of the State of Maryland which 
was proposed to be laid before us? ; 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have a copy. 

Mr. DAVIS. I have not seen it on my tabie. 
It has not been communicated in any form that I 





' have seen. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I will answerthe Senator. I 
obtained a copy only by applying at the office for 
it, for the oy ge of information. I obtained it 
as a sample to show the size of the work, and 
what would be the probable cost of it. | did not 
bring all which relates to the State of Maryland. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator says he has been 
favored with a part of it. We all want to see it. 
We all desire to see the plan, to see what the Su- 
perintendent of the Census proposes to do with the 
information which has been collected. After we 
have seen his plan and arrangement in regard to 
Maryland, we can form some opinion as to what 
will be the size of the work; whether the arrange- 
ment of the work is judicious; whether it is thrown 
into a form which will be most useful; or whether 

If itis capable of 
improvement, the impr6vement ought to be made. 
Gentlemen ought to have an opportunity of seeing 
it. They ought to havean opportunity of examin- 
ing it; and when they have aaa that, they can act 
umderstandingly on the subject, and not before, in 
my opinion. The act itself, as has been justly 
said by the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Bor- 
LAND,) provides that such an arrangement, when 
made, should be reported to this body. It ought 
We cannot act un- 
derstandingly upon the business until we see what 
the planof operations is—until we can comprehend 
what is to be done. 

Well, it is said that the statistics of each State, 
and of each county, and for aught I know, of each 
town, are to be preceded by a succinet history of 
the Stateand county. Now,if I do not misjudge, 
this is entirely out of place. It does not belong to 
statistics. It is no part of the object of Congress 
to publish a history of the country. It is to pub- 
lish the figures with such explanations as will 
enable the reader to understand them. ‘That is all. 
And of what importance is it to know whether a 
county exists, when it was first laid out, and when 
it was divided or subdivided? Of what importance 
is that? All that information can be obtained else- 
where with great ease. It belongs to other parts 
of history. It does not belong to statistics, 
Moreover, it is likely that by a process of that 
sort you will swell this work to a very inordinate 
size, at a very enormous expense; for it is car- 

ried on, as every one concedes, with an enormous 
expenditure. Then why should we trouble our- 
selves with this? Why not bring these tables 
down to the smallest possible compass, with an 
| arrangement lucid in its character, and which 
should give the facts. That is what we want. 
We want a tabular statement; we want accuracy; 
we want a clear and succinct method of doing 1t; 
and that is what we desire. We do not want his- 


tory. 
f did not wish to say one word about this matter; 


before Congress as a specimen of the method of || but when I am called on to vote without proper 
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information before me, I must say that I feel ex- 
tremely embarrassed in giving my vote. I donot 
know what I am to vote for. 
plan of operations. 


been thrown out—I[ trust there is not, I am not 
prepared to believe it—that there is a purpose of 


making a job of this, it will be easy to sweil it out | 
with historical matter, as to towns and counties 


and States. If this is a job to be paid for by the 
page or by the em, by arule which pays them ac- 
cording to the proportionate magnitude of the work, 


there will be an inducement to swell it out. Under | 


these circumstances, I think it very clear that we 


ought to understand at least something about the | 


limits of this work; something about the extent to 
which it is to run, in all human probability. If 
we have laid before us the sample of a State which 
exhibits the method complete, then we can form 
a pretty 
soon the whole Union. 

Mr. COOPER. 
strike everybody that there is great wisdom in the 
suggestions which have been made by the Senator 


I do not see the | 
Iam not able to comprehend | 
what is to be the size and magnitude of the work, | 
if there is anything in the suggestion which has | 


good opinion when that comes to be run 


Mr. President, I think it must | 


THE 


knowledge I had that the head of our Census 





from Arkansas, [Mr. Borianp,] and by the Sen- | 


ator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis.] 


Weare | 


yet in the dark, and cannot know what we are | 


doing until we have a sample of what is proposed to 
be done by the Superintendent of the Census. I 
understand, from the suggestions which have been 
made, that there is to accompany that which is, 
correctly speaking, tie census, a historical ac- 
count not only of the States, but of the counties, 
and perhaps of the towns in the States. [ need 


not tell you, Mr. President, and I need not tell the 
Senate, that this must necessarily be very inaccu- | 


rate, and but very little calculated to promote a 
knowledge of the condition of the country. We 


have seen gazetteers of several States, prepared by | 


persons who have taken the utmost pains to ascer- 
tain the historical facts in relation to the States, 
and in relation to the counties, and yet we know 
how inaccurate all these gazetteers are, and how 
little of accurate history they really contain. 





As has been remarked by the Senator from | 


Massachusetts, it does seem to me that we are 


departing entirely from what ought to be the | 


object of Congress in making an enumeration of 


the population and of those things which are prop- 
erly statistical, when we go beyond the popula- 
tion and productions of the country, to give a his- 
tory, by a gentleman competent to do the work 
which was originally intended, but, from the ex- 
tent of the work, necessarily incompetent to give 
anything like an accurate history of the variows 


States, and counties and towns in the States. I 
am opposed to this altogether; and before I can 
vote understandingly on this subject, I must be 
informed what is proposed. When I see the char- 


acter of the work that is to be produced, I shall be | 
prepared to say what number of copies | will be | 
ready to vote for, what number of copies I sup- | 
pose may be distributed with advantage amongst | 


my constituents. But until I know that, I shall 


be voting in the dark. I therefore think this meas- | 


ure should be postponed for the present, until 
there is a sample or example of the work presented 
to the two Houses of Congress, in order that the 


should be. 





1 think that the suggestions made by the honor- | 
able Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Borianp] and | 


the honorable Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Davis} contained much wisdom; and I hope that 


the resolution will be postponed, and that the sub- | 
ject will lie over until the sample shall be furnished | 


which will enable us to vote understandingly. 


I || 


repeat here that [am entirely opposed to a history | 


gotten up in this way; for it must necessarily be || 
It is utterly impossible that a | 


a mass of trash, 
gentleman, however qualified he may be to write 


n history, if he had the time necessary, can give a | 


correct Seniors 
acy, and of all the counties in those States, in the 
shert time which has transpired since the taking 
of the census. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I shall detain 
the Senate but a very few moments. I have just 
had placed in my hands what purports to bea 
ae of this work, ,as pre wel at the Census 

ureau. It appears to be the census returns for 
a part of the State of Maryland. It was the first 


of all the States in this Confeder- | 


| its great and extended commerce? 


| statistics that were returned by the mars 
How accurate the History of Maryland may | 

I presume it is well written, but || 

I have not read it, and do not mean to express an | 


| ness. 


Bureau had turned historian. It was the first 
knowledge I had that the law we passed contem- 
plated any such thing. Indeed the law does not 
contemplate any such thing. It neither contem- 
plates such a thing, nor can you draw from it that 
power by any possible deduction. My friend 
from Pennsylyania [Mr. Bropneap] suggests that 
a twenty-four horse power might possibly draw 
it. I doubt it very much. I have turned to the 
law for the purpose of seeing what the law was, 
and com 


very plain and very clear. 


do; what information they shall collect and return 


to the Secretary; and then the section concludes | 


by saying, ‘‘and further, as the returns are so 


| made out, to cause the same to be classified and 


arranged in the best and most convenient manner 


for use, and lay the same before .Congress at the | 


next session thereof.’’ 


Is there any power given there by which this 
Bureau was authorized to become an Historical | 
I know not how it may be with other | 


Bureau? 
Senators here, but I should regret exceedingly to 
see any one individual, however qualified he might 


deem himself for the task, make an attempt to | 
I know of 


condense the history of all the States. 
no individual connected with that Bureau, with 


whom I would intrust that power, or the duty of | 


condensing the history of the State from which I 
come. Whois there there who knows jntimately of 
ho is there 
there prepared to enter into those details that we 
should deem essential in our own State, and which 


would be necessary to do justice to the State, if | 
| they are to be sent broadcast over this land, and | 
| sent to other countries? 


Why, it is a monstrous 
stretch of 


why they laies had a hundred and sixty clerks 


employed in that Bureau—a number truly aston- |! 


ishing—employed for the purpose of com 


me the 
rals, 

be I know not. 
opinion. Iam not qualified to judge of its correct- 
But Ido say, that I am unwilling, as one 


of the Representatives of one of the States, to in- 
trust that power, or that duty, to these men. 


» Besides that, I do not believe that it is properly 


connected with the work. Congress asked for no 


' such thing in the law, and I do not believe they 


will either ask or acceptof it now. Why we 


have been accused already of turning book- | 


makers; and now comes the next phase, and we 
are turning historians. We are to publish the his- 


tory of the States, if this plan is to be carried out. | 
And more than this, we are to publish the history | 
of counties; and we will next get down to the | 
We want this | 


history of municipal corporations. 
work; and we want to make it valuable. Valu- 
able it may be made, from the information con- 


|| tained in the returns. 
I do not know what may be the views of other | 


gentlemen with whom I am associated in the 
Committee on Printing; but this I do know—and 


I think it my duty frankly to express it to the 
may know what should be stricken out, and if || 


there be anything that ought to be added, what it | 


Senate—if the duty, if the burden, is wrongfully 


placed on me, of making this contract, I say here |) 
in my place, that I will contract for printing no | 
such matter, unless I am directed in express 


terms by the Senate to do so. 


any of the committees under it, into historical 
bureaus, they may do so; and it will be my duty 
to act in obedience to their directions. 

I have the sample of the Census of the State of 
Maryland before me. The returns of the State of 
Maryland, which are comprised in this sample, 
make twenty-eight pages. 

Mr. BUTLER. That is only half of it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. There aretwenty-eight pages 
in it, as I said; but these twenty-eight pages only 


_ contain one half of the returns of the State. T'wenty- 


one pages of these.twenty-eight—more than two 


' thirds—are devoted to the historical account, to 


which [ have already alluded. 


| 


If twenty-one 
pages afe to be appropriated to the historical ac- 


| count of each State—and Maryland, at least, may 


be assumed to be a medium State—we would have 
some six or seven hundred pages of historical matter 
connected with the census returns. 


yaring it with the thing which they have | 
avenaanad to us here for our action. The law is 
It prescribes, first, | 
| the duties of the marshals, and what they shall 


ower; and it is a key which shows | 


If the Senate | 
should deem it advisable to convert this body, or | 


Jan. 13, 


a > 
Several Senators named a larger numbe; of 
ages. 
Mr. HAMLIN. [am not very ready in figures 
| but gendemen can easily calculate it by multi alvine 
|, twenty-one by thirty-one. lying 
Mr. BUTLER. What the Senator 5 
|, are only one half of the returns of the 
| Maryland. 
| Mr. HAMLIN. I am aware of that, but | 
|| judge from the appearance of that half that th 
| concluding portion of it will be appropriate, to ce 
the tables which show the perabeen, and the ya. 
rious products of the industry of the State, ; 
It might have been well, when the census was 
first taken, to have confined it simply to an eny. 
meration of the people; but the law for taking the 
census has already been passed, and I am not 
least, for transcending that law: I am not for going 
beyond that. Taking the State of Maryland as q 
State which will average with all the States, og 
and new, large and small, we shall have a wor, 
'which will contain some six or seven hundred 
pages of historical matter. I saw in the outset of 
this resolution, as soon as it was presented, that it 
would meet with these various objections, and | 
have deemed it advisable to say, that my view of 
the subject would lead the committee, appropriate. 
ly, to exclude all that part relating to the history 
of the States and counties from any contract which 
| they might make, and I shall so act unless the 
Senate shall express a different offinion, or othér. 
|| wise direct. 
| Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I think the re. 
| marks which hgve fallen from the honorable Sep- 
| ator from Arkansas, and from other gentlemen, 
| most abundantly satisfy the Senate that this dis. 
cussion is premature, and that the resolution itself 
is premature. We really do not know what is 
| the matter upon which we are now proposing to 
act. Ifthe Senate would have a little patience; if 
| they would wait some two or three weeks, they 
would be furnished with a sample of the work as 
| the Superintendent of the Census proposes to have 
it done. I understand that he has prepared the 
returns of the State of Maryland, and that they 
are now in press, and are expected to be furnished 
to the Senate in the course of two or three weeks, 
| When we get these returns, which will furnish a 
| 


peaks of 
State of 


at 


| sample of the whole work, we shall understand 
| what is his plan; and we shall not understand 
| what his plan is until we get those returns. It is 
|, true that a brief historical sketch preceded the re- 
|| turns of each county. It may be true that the 
| Senate may ces of the historical sketch; per- 
|| haps they will rejectit. If they decide to reject it 
'| when they receive the returns of Maryland, noth- 
|, ing will be easier than to say that we disapprove 
of this historical sketch, and then the Superin- 
tendent of the Census may save himself the labor 
of making other historical sketches. In justice to 
the Superintendent of the Census, I must say that 
these historical sketches are very brief; and whether 
useful or not, they do not seem likely to fill such 
an enormous amount of space as the Senator from 
Maine supposes. It may not be desirable to 
publish them, but the calculation of the Superin- 
| tendent of the Census is, that with all the histori- 
| cal sketches and tables, the returns will not ex- 
ceed, at the utmost, two or three volumes of the 
|| size of the ** American Archives”? That is his 
calculation. But if thé Senate will wait two or 
three weeks, until they get the sample which 's 
|| being prepared, which will show what the work 
will be if his plan is adopted, they can have before 
them the information which the law contemplated. 
| This sample is the report called for by the law. 
|| When the Senate get it, they can act understand- 
| ingly. Until they do get it, they cannot act un- 
| derstandingly. think it proper, therefore, to 
| postpone the subject for two or three weeks; and 
‘| I now move that the further consideration of this 
resolution be postponed until this day three 
|| weeks. 
| Mr. BUTLER. I was on the Census Com- 
|| mitttee at the last Congress, and I desire, there- 
|| fore, to say a few words now. I did not hear all 
|| that was said by the Senator from Massachuset's. 
| [have no doubt he gave a fair view of the difli- 
|, culties of the subject. This is an exemplification 
of what I said at the time the census bill was be- 
i fore the Senate. I said at that time, that in my 
(| deliberate judgment, the act went beyond the scope 
|| of the Constitution. I say that the act under 
| which the marshals have made their returns to the 
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within the operation of the census which wefte | 
never contemplated by the Constitution itself. I || 
«id then, that the Constitution provided that a 
census should be taken. What is comprehended 
ynder the word * Census? Why, an enumera- 
ion of the population. For what purpose? To 
enable Congress to regulate the representation of | 
the different portions of the Confederacy. It was 
ajso intimated, perhaps, that it might legitimately 
{aij within the scope of such an agency to take 
sso an estimate of property, real and personal. 
To that extent I was willing to go. But the act 
went further. It required a species of information, 
rather to satisfy the curious than to comply with 
the strict requisitions of the Constitution. 

This is history, it is said. It must be regarded, 
acording to my notions, as of the same kind of 
information as that to which I have just alluded. 
And how does it come before the Senate? We || 
supposed that in the act which we passed for 
tating the census, we imposed legislative sanctions, 
by which the information there provided for should 
sione be collected. But after the act was passed, 

] suppose, this Superintendent of the Census, or 
somebody else, wrote to the marshals, voluntarily, 
requiring them to become historians as far as 
regards collecting certain materials of the history 
of their own counties and districts. Who, then, 
is to be the historjan? The Superintendent him- 
self, taking these naterials and making a book of 


hem? i 
: | have heretofore regarded the office of a his- 
torian as one Of the very highest importance, re- | 
quiring a rare combination of industry, talents, 
and judgment; and, above all, a degree of deliber- 
ation, and extreme impartiality, and honesty in 
reviewing all the incidents and materials put before ,| 
his mind. And here we are now proposing to 
add, after what has been provided by the act, a 
book of about fifteen hundred pages at least, com- 
posed of historical matter. 

' agree with my friend from Maryland that we 
ought not to act upon this subject without hav- 
inga sample before us. But if we leave it to the 
Secretary of the Interior, to the Superintendent of 
the Census, or to any committee of the body, we || 
do so blindly, on faith, when they may do what || 
pethaps we might reject. If we had committed || 
it to the Secretary of the Interior, and he had || 
embraced these matters, we see what an abuse it 
might have been. If we had committed it to the 
Committee on Printing, they might have under- 
taken to have added these as an appendix to what }| 
the law requires, and that would have been an 
abuse. We cannot intelligently legislate on this 
subject, without having before us some sample of 
what is to be printed; and I would be prepared to 
strike out rather than to add, for I think we have 
required a great deal of curious information to be 
collected under the act not contemplated by the 
Constitution, much of which ought to be stricken 
out. I shall vote, therefore, to postpone, with a 
very clear view of the subject in connection with | 
what I had of it before. 

Mr.BORLAND. Mr. President, I desire now | 
merely to call attention to the language of the 
law, to which I have several times referred. 

First, however, I would correct the misunder- 
standing into which I find some of my friends 
have fallen, as to what I said of the manner in || 
which the Superintendent of the Census has per- 
formed his duty in having the census taken. I 
was underatood by some to indorse the manner in 
which he has performed that duty—to say that he 
had done so in strict conformity with the law. In 
this 1 was misunderstood. What I intended to 
say—and what I think I did say—was, that I 
was willing to admit, and had no reason to doubt, 
that he had 


Whether he has so performed the duty or not, I 


ave no means of knowing, for I have not seen || we are to print. 


the work. I based my admission in his favor, 
to that extent, upon the opinion—the correctness 
of which I have no reason to doubt—that he is a 
geatleman of intelligence and integrity, who would 
do his duty under the law. 

But to the main purpose for which I rose. [ 
said, and repeat, that, in my opiniort, this whole 
movement for having the printing of the census 
undertaken at this time is premature, and not only | 
hot in conformity with the law, but in derogation 
of it, I hold that law in my hand, and find this 
subject disposed of in the nineteenth section. | 
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| I will recall one fact to his mind. 


| turns. 
| the returns before we make any order as to print- 


| might be his 





intendent for taking the Census, and receiving the 
marshal’s returns, it holds this language: 


*« And, further, as the returns are so made, to cause the 
same to be classified and arranged in the best and most 
convenient manner for use, and lay the same before Con- 
gress at the next session thereof.”’ 


Now, sir, this duty of the Superintendent has 
not been performed—his plan, as — by the 
law, has not been laid before us. e have not 
the matter before us which the law requires we 
should have before we act, and without which, 
in the very nature of things, we cannot make our 
action either sensible, practical, or useful. 

This, if it were needed, would be placed in a 
clearer and stronger light, by quoting another and 
subsequent passage of the same section of the law, 
providing directly and specifically for this very 
printing. I will read it, from the Proviso, at the 
close of the section: 

“The blanks and preparatory printing for taking the Cen- 
sus shall be prepared and executed under the direction of 
the Census Board; the other printing to be executed as 
Congress shall direct.”? 

How can we execute this provision of the law 
—how direct this printing to be done, unless we 
know what, and how much is to be done? The 
work weare now askéd to have done, is not before 
us, and has never been here—indeed, it has no 
existence anywhere; for, remember, it is the 
** plan ”’ of publicatiom upon which we are to act, 
and in regard to which we are to give our ** direc- 
tion.”’ It is certainly our duty, then, I think, to 
»ostpone al] action upon the question until we 
os something to act upon. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the gentleman will allow me, 
In the original 

Yensus bill, as reported by the committee, there 
was a provision for printing the census returns. 
When the subject came to be discussed, it was 
found that there was so much difficulty attending 


| the making of a provision by anticipation, that by 


common consent that provision was stricken out 
and there was substituted for it a clause that Con- 
gress should provide for the printing of the re- 
It was said ‘* We will wait until we see 


ing them.’’ 

r. BORLAND. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts is correct in his recollection. I thank him 
for thesuggestion. It was said thatas we differed 


| so much about the details of the general plan for 


taking the census—as the Census Board, the Cen- 


| sus Committee, and the Senate each entertained dif- 


ferent opinions on subjects whichin all their parts | 


| were before us, we would, indeed, be acting un- 


wisely to prescribe what should be done in matters 
of which we had, and then could have no knowl- 
edge whatever. So we reserved this final action 


| to future discretion, when the only proper basis 


for correct action, the matter to be acted upon, 


| should be fully and intelligibly before us. Cer- 


tainly, no one, then, entertained the idea that the 
disposal of the main and most important point in 
this whole matter, that upon which the value of 
all the work depended, and the disposal of which 
we so carefully guarded, was to be left to the dis- 
cretion of a single individual, no matter what 
ualifications. The law which, af- 
ter protracted discussion, and the most careful re- 


| vision, we then passed, reserved this final action 


to ourselves, and, in my opinion, wisely so re- 
served it. That law, also, prescribed the basis of 
our action—a basis which all must admit to be in- 


| dispensable to useful action, and there I think it 


ought to rest, and so far as my vote will influence 


| the decision, it shall rest. 


Mr. ATCHISON. Mr. President, it is my in- 
tention to move to lay this resolution on the table 
| to effect the object intended to be effected by the 


so performed that part of his duty. | Senator from Maryland, that this matter may be 


postponed until it shall be ascertained what it is 
It is the ‘opinion of the Senator 
| from Maryland, and it seems to be the opinion of 
other gentlemen, that perhaps in two or three 
_ weeks this may be effected. Now, by laying the 
| subject on the table, we will have a test question 
' on whether it shall be postponed or not—not for 
| the purpose of finally disposing of the resolution, 
but that it may lie on the table until the informa- 
| tion referred to shall be received; and then any 
| gentleman can move to take itup. I move tolay 
| the resolution on the table. 
| Mr. BRADBURY. If the Senator will with- 
| draw the motion, I will renew it. 


LOBE. 


SS 


superintendent of the Census, brought matters | After prescribing the general duties of the Super- if 


| 265 











Mr. ATCHISON. I withdraw it. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I understand the object of 
postponement to be that we may have an oppor- 
tunity of examining the historical part of the 
document which is being prepared. ‘The original 
act specifies with sufficient distinctness what is the 
duty of the Census Board. Yor one, | am totally 
opposed to going beyond what that act requires, 
and publishing anything more than that act made 
necessary. It has already been stated by a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Printing that he should 
not regard itas his duty to contract for the pub- 
lication of any of the historical part of the work 
which is said to be prepared. He stated that he 
regarded it as no part of the census, and as hav- 
ing no necessary connection with the tables which 
should be published. I think that is the general 
opinion of the Senate. It is for that purpose that 
I am prepared to vote for the original resolution 
authorizing this committee to contract for the pub 
lication of the census. 

1 really think that it is magnifying the labor of 
the clerks in the Census Bureau who have under- 
taken, as a work of supererogation, to turn histo- 
rians, that we should delay for a fortnight or three 
weeks in order to examine thew history, and see 
whether we will imbody it in the census returns. 
For one, I am totally opposed to it, and I do not 
think we need any delay for that purpose. I hope, 
therefore, that the motion, which I shall feel bound 
to renew, of the honorable Senator from Missouri, 
will not prevail, but that we shall get rid of this 
subject to-night. We wish to publish the census, 
and we wish to have the printing well done. Com- 
petent men are prepared to contract, and it is pro- 
posed that a committee, in whom we can repose 
confidence, shall contract with them, provided they 
can do it on fair terms. I see no difficulty, then, 
in the way of the adoption of the resolution at 
once. It seems to me that we shall only magnify 
a trifling matter by attempting to postpone our 
action toa future day. ‘Time enough has already 
been occupied in debate on this question. We 
have seen resolutions of equal importance, involv 
ing an equal amount of expenditure, passed almost 
without debate. 1 presume that every Senator has 
made up his mind, and that we can act now as well 
asatany time. The difficulty that has arisen in the 
minds of Senators has arisen in consequence of the 
suggestion that the Census Bureau have gone be- 
yond the requirements of the law, and have under- 
taken to give a historical detail of the States, the 
counties in the States, and perhaps the towns. 
Inasmuch as we shall not probably desire to em- 
brace any such information in the census returns, 


| | tink we may as well act on the resolution now. 


According to promise, I renew the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


it. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I made the motion for the 
purpose of getting rid of debate, but | withdraw 
the motion to accommodate the honorable Senator 
from Indiana. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I find that this proposition is 
greatly embarrassed by a collateral question which 
has really nothing to do with it. This resolution 
is couched in very plain language. It directs the 
Committee on Printing to perform’a certain duty 
—that duty is pointed out by a previous law. A 
previous law of Congress prescribes that a census 
of the inhabitants of the United States shal! be 
taken in a certain way—that certain statistics shall 
be collected under proper heads, and arranged and 
classified. This resolution merely contemplates 


| that the Committee on Printing be directed to 


contract for the printing of this work. [It now ap- 
pears that the Board who have been charged with 
the duty of preparing these tables have added 
some extraneous matter. This question is em- 
barrassed by the consideration whether this extra- 
neous historical matter shall be printed. My 
| impression is that Senators greatly magnify the 
amount of this printing; but I do not wish, by 
| any act of mine, to seek to force gentlemen to vote 
| without having an opportunity of undefstanding 
| the question in all its parts; and as the mover of 
| the original resolution I am willing to accept the 
| motion of the honorable Senator from Maryland 
| to postpone its further consideration until this day 
three weeks, to give Senators an opportunity ot 
looking into the matter. 


Mr. PEARCE. The motion submitted by me 


I hope the Senator will with- ° 
| draw his motion, and | will renew it he requests 
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was to postpone the further consideration of this || 


resolution until this day three weeks. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
order for one o’clock that day. 

Mr. PEARCE. I modify my motion so as to 
include that. 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
was postponed and made the special order for 
Tuesday, February 3d, proximo. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, January 13, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Moreay. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
On motion by Mr. DU NCAN, leave was granted 
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Let it be made the special | 


to withdraw from the files, for the purpose of trans- | 
mitting to the office of the Commissioner of Pen- 


sions, the petition and papers in the case of Hector 
Brown. 

On motion by Mr. SIBLEY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Charles Curceno 
be withdrawn from the files of the House and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. CLARK. I rise to ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to suffer the call of the States 


to proceed from the point where it ceased yester- | 


day. It must be well known to gentlemen. that 
there are many bills and resolutions to be intro- 
duced, and they cannot be introduced by right, 
except on resolution day, which does not occur 
again for two weeks. I trust the States will be 
called. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If the House 
will consent to do what they did on Friday morn- 
ing—that is, allow the States to be now called for 
resolutions as they would have been in order under 
the rules on Wednesday last, all these bills can be 
introduced. 

The SPEAKER. Is itthe pleasure of the House 
that this course shall be taken? 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

ular order of the day. 

On motion by Mr. CULLOM, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the House, for the 
purpose of laying them before the proper in 
ment, the petition and papers in the case of John 
Ditty and Joseph Hadaway. 

[Mr. BARRERE, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the joint 
resolution for the transportation of the United 
States mail in California and Oregon; and it was 
then signed by the Speaker. ] 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee of Ways 


I call for the reg- 


to make suitable provision for extending a tele- 
graph line from Fort Independence to the Pacific; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. . 


Mr. FULLER, of Maine, from the Committee on 


Commerce, reported back, with an amendment and | 


with a recommendation that it do pass, House 
bill No. 23, to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to 
regulate the carriage of passengers in merchant 
vessels,’’ approved February 22, 
act to provide for ventilating passenger vessels,” 


approved May 17, 1848; which was referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. F., also, from the same committee, reported 


the following bills, which were severally read a first j 
and second time by their titles, referred to a com- | 
mittee of the Whole House, and made the order | 
of the day for to-morrow, and, with the reports | 


accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: 


A bill for the relief of Williams, Staples Wil- | 


liams; and 


A bill for the relief of James Ferguson, the sur- | 


viving partner of Ferguson & Milhardo. 


On motion by Mr. WALSH, the Committee | 
on Commerce was discharged from the further | 
consideration of the petition of John McKee and | 
Henry Lelf, asking for indemnity for losses sus- | 


tained by the illegal seizure of the barque ** Mary 


Teresa;” and it was referred to the Committee of | 


Claims. 


and Means, reported a bill making appropriation | 
for the suppert of the Military Academy for the 


vear ending the 30th June, 1853; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, referred to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MACE, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of William Greer; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, with 
the report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MACE, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of J. C. 


Linn for damages for injuries sustained by the | 
conduct of certain United States troops; which | 


was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

On motion by Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, 
the Committee on Commerce was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petiuion of Lewis 
H. Bates and William Lacon, asking to be indem- 


nified for losses sustained by them in consequence | 


of a legal seizure of a quantity of iron imported by 


them, and that it be referred to the Committee of | 


Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SEYMOUR, the Committee | 


on Commerce was discharged from the further 


consideration of the petition of William H, Top- | 
ping, praying for compensation as clerk to take | 


testimony in relation to the New York custom- | 


house, and it was referred to the Committee of 
Claims 


Mr. SEYMOUR, from the Committee on Com- | 


| 


i 
i 


- House will pass the bill. 


Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Public | 


Lands, reported a bill further to extend the time 
for locating Virginia military land warrants, and 
returning surveys thereon to the General Land 


Office; which was read a first and second time by | 


its title. 


Mr. HALL moved that the bill be referred to | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and that it be printed. 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I desire to say 


something against the bill when it comes up for 


consideration. 


Mr. TAYLOR. That bill relates to an unsur- | 


veyed tract of country in the district which I 


have the honor to represent, and I would inquire | 
if it is not in order now to have it put wpon its pas- | 


sager 

The SPEAKER. It will be in the power of 
the House to order that it be engrossed and read a 
third time. The first question will be upon com- 
mitting it. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Isitin order to submit any 
remarks upon the bill ? 

The SPEAKER. Remarks are in order upon 


the propriety of referring the bill to the Commit- | 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. TAYLOR. The object of that bill is to ex- 
tend the time of locating Virginia land warrants in 
the district of country commonly known as the, 
Virginia military lands. The time for locating 


those lands having expired upon the first day of | 


this month, the Virginia military land office in the 
city of Chillicothe is closed against the entering 


of lands in that district, until"such a bill as the | 
I can see no objection to the | 


present may pass. | 
passage of the bill immediately. I will not detain 
the House many minutes upon the a. But 
my colleague has some objection to the bill, which 
other 
time. It is simply a question of time for locating 
these warrants, two or three years—similar bills 
having passed this House for the last eight or ten 
years, with a view of closing that office. It is a 
singular fact, that in Ohio the only unsurveyed 
lands in the State are within this military district, 
being about eighty-five thousand acres. It is im- 
possible to survey, locate, or appropriate them b 

the holders of warrants, unless we pass such a bil 
as this. I can see no objection to extending the 
time. Certainly the interests of the State of Ohio, 
as every other section of the country interested in 
these Virginia military warrants, require that this 
office should be kept open. We have a Surveyor 
General who was appointed by President ’ 
and who keeps an office in Chillicothe, where the 
original records of the Virginia military district 
in Ohio are preserved. I do not suppose that it 


may be as well peeneies now as at — f 


| is the desire of my colleague to shut up that office, 


and prevent the location of eighty-five thousand 
acres of land yet unsurveyed; and I hope the 
I can 7 no impro- 


priety in it. Congress has repeatedly had the 


merce, made an adverse report on the petition of |! subject under its consideration; and so far as I 
William D. Allen and others, praying Congress |) know, no objection has been made to extending 
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the time. I may be asked, why I wish th 
to"be extended? It is because I wish the s 
to progress, that this vacant land may be e 
and to stimulate the holders of warrants to loca, 
them speedily, so that this Virginia military a 
trict may be surveyed and settled. The time hag 
been extended for two years at a time by aed 
acts of Congress, all of which have now Sitpieel 
and I merely ask that it may be again extended, 
I ask that the bill be now put upon its passage 
and [ hope that it will pass. mage, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There are a number of 
other gentlemen who desire to make reports frp 
committees, and as this is an important bill = 
one likely to give rise to much discussion, | move 
the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I hope the gentle. 
man from Illinois does not intend to force this bill 
through under the operation of the previous ques. 
tion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I want to send it to the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the U 
where it can be fully debated. 

Mr. STANTON. I have no objection to jts 
commitment. The question being taken on ge. 
onding the demand for the previous question, there 
were—ayes 82, noes 6—no quorum voting, 

Mr. RICHARDSON demanded tellers; which 
were ordered, and Messrs. Tayior and Sayace 
appointed. 

Mr. TAYLOR inquired ofthe Chair, what 
would be the effect of the previous question? 

The SPEAKER stated that the effect would be 
to bring the House to a vote, first upon the motion 
to refer, and then—in case of the motion to refer 
being negatived—upon the engrossment of the bill, 

The question was then taken, and it was deci. 
ded in the affirmative—ayes 120, noes not counted, 

So the previous question received a second, 


The main question was then ordered, which wag 
upon the motion to refer the bill to the Committes 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and order 
it to be printed. 

The question was taken and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—ayes 106, noes not counted. 


So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 


Mr. McLANAHAN, from the Committee én 
the Judiciary, reported back a bill ‘authorizing 
the payment of interest to the State of New Hamp- 
shire for advances made for the use and benefit of 
the United States in repelling invasion and sup- 
pressing insurrection at Indian Stream in said 
State,’’ with an amendment and recommendation 
that the bill do pass. 

Mr. McL. moved that the bill be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House, made the order 
of the day for to-morrow, and be printed. 

Mr. STUART. It seems to me that that bill 
would go more appropriately to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. I move 
that it be so referred. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. The reference of asim- 
lar bill was made last session to the Committee of 
the Whole House. This is a claim of very great 
merit, and one that should receive the action of 
the House at as early a day as possible. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania if that bill does 
not make an appropriation, and is not a general 
bill to pay money to one of the States? Now, 4 
bill of that kind 1s never treated as a private claim 
and sent to the Committee of the Whole House, 
but is sent to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, where the largest latitude of 
debate is allowed. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. In reply to the gentle 
man from Tennessee, I will inform the House 
that this is in the nature of a private claim, and 
that the bill and report are therefore —— rel- 
erable to the Committee of the Whole House. It 
is not a public or general claim, but it is a claim 
set up in equity and justice against the United 
States for the payment of a certain sum to the 
State of New Hampshire for military services 
rendered by her. Similar claims have been «l- 
lowed to other States, and I believe that in every 
instance the reference has been to the Committee 
of the Whole House. This bill was reported 
the last session of Congress, but failed to be acted 
on for want of sufficient time. I think that under 
the rules, as well as the precedents, the motion 
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shat | make is the legitimate and proper one, and to render the willful and malicious burning of an | 
| hope that it will be adopted by the House. _—_—__| outhouse in which there are no goods, subject to | 
Mr. RICHARDSON. As this matter is going || the same penalty as the law attaches to the burn- 
jead to debate, I move the previous question. ing of an outhouse with goods in it. I suppose 
” The previous uestion was seconded, and the | there is no objection to the bill, amd I move, theré- 
main question ordered. ; || fore, that it be put upon its passage. 
The SPEAKER stated that the question would Mr. SACKE 


tI'T. Would it not be better to 
frst be taken upon the motion to refer the bill to || insert, after the word *‘outhouse,”’ the words 
‘he Committee of the Whole on the state of the || ‘or building?” The phraseology, as it now 
[nion. ’ stands, would not include carpenters’ shops. 
Mr. COBB asked for the reading of the bill. Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I should 
Several MemBers objected. suppose * building’? would be embraced in the 
The question was then taken, and there were— || term * house or outhouse y 
ayes 62, noes 48—no quorum voting. Mr. SACKETT. I doubt very much whether 
‘vr, MARSHALL, of Kentucky, demanded || that embraces every kind of outhouse. I move 
tellers; which were ordered, and Messrs. Penn || to insert after the word ** outhouse,”’ the words 
and WALLAcE appointed, : | ** or building.”’ 
" The question being again taken, it was decided | Mr. MARSHALL. I suppose ‘ house or out- 
in the negative—ayes 39, noes 19. || house’’ would cover every sort of building. 
“So the House refused to refer the bill to the The SPEAKER. The Committee on the Judi- 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the || ciary propose to insert the words ‘‘ or outhouse”? | 
Union. || after the word ** house.”’ } 
The question recurring on the motion to refer Mr. McLANAHAN. The gentleman from 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole House, it | New York {Mr. Sackert] wishes to introduce 
was taken and agreed to. || into this bill a term so indefinite in its meaning, 
So the bill was referred to the Committee of the || and so comprehensive in its application that it can 
Whole House, made the order of the day for to- || scarcely find a place in any law or even civil act. 
morrow, and ordered to be printed. The term ‘*‘ building’’ relates to so many kinds 


Mr. McLANAHAN, from the Committee on of buildings, and is so perfectly indefinite in its 
the Judiciary, reported back, with an amend- || character, that a man might be indicted by it for 
vont, the bill to change the time for holding the burning anything in the shape of a building—any- 
sat Days ts of the United States in the western || “Hing that has been constructed, from a hen-coop 
pore “of Virginia and for other surposes:’? ||.4P: The words ** house,’’ and ‘‘ outhouse,’’ are 
ach ae oiaeved to the Gomutites of the | those which have a legal signification, long known 


14 »el » ots . — 
; . s well as the statute laws, as in- 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to || in the common as well h : = aon 
terpreted by the decisions of the judges of various 
be printed. ’ 


States. But, as I have said, the term “ building”’ 

Mr. MEADE, from the Committee on the Ju- {| is so perfectly indefinite in its meaning and so 
diciary, reported the following resolution; which | comprehensive in its character that it would be 
was considered and agreed to, viz: || impossible not to indict a man for the burning of 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire || any building, howeyer petty in its character. | 


into the expediency of providing by law for a revision and hope, therefore, the F ouse will not allow the 
compilation of the laws of the United States of a general 


nature, and for imbodying in a separate volume the laws || York (Mle Sooner " a” —_— from New 
relating to the District of Columbia. ork | Mr. Sackert]| to be adopted. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, from the Com- _Mr. SACKETT. I have no desire to alter the 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported back House bill || bill so as to extend it in any way beyond the in- 
No. 16, “to regulate the publication of the laws || ‘tion of the committee who reported it. I was 
of the United States, and of the public advertise- || 2Ware of the defect in the existing laws of the 
ments,” with a recommendation that it do not || District of Columbia, in relation to the burning of 
88. || certain unoccupied buildings, and that it was ne- 

Mr. STUART. That bill was introduced by || °&S@"y to amend those laws by extending them 
agentieman from Maine, who is confined to his || 8° 88 t® cover this class of buildings that are not 
room by indisposition. I hope that no action will || "°W embraced within it. But the bill as reported 
be taken on it vatil he is able to be in his seat. to this House, in my opinion, will not entirely re- 

There being no objection, the bill was laid upon || ™°¥e the difficulty. I think it does not cover such 
the Speaker’s table. or ene nee a. i 

Mr. McLANAHAN. would ask the gentle- 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, from the Com- man if a mechanic’s shop is not embraced in the 
— the Judiciary, reported back House bill word ‘**house?’’ His shop is a house, and if a 
No. 17, to prohibit the prosecution of claims map were found. guilty of setting it on fire he 
against the Government by the Heads of Depart- alll his wemeteied y ° 
ments, and Senators and Representatives in Con- || © Mr SACKETT ee ee 
pamper See oo gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. McLanauan} 

Mr. H. moved that the bill be ae - che may think, or what construction his legal learning 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the || ™@Y Put upon the word “house,” but I doube 
Union, and thatthe bill and amendment be printed; || Ye'Y ™Much whether an unoccupied mechanic's 
which motion was agreed to. P ’ || shop is comprehended in that term. I do not be- 

Mr. MARSHALL. of Kentucky. from the lieve it at all; and if it is intended to frame a bill 
Consiiies eal thas Judiciar come Rien | here which shall cover that character of building 
report. on the pétition of My Susan T. Randall || at all, and sufficiently general in its terms to meet 
widow of the tae iiatie tadions of pon Seadias || the wants of the community for whom it is to be 
asking fo ti Fe os ". y FI ? || framed, it must contain terms such as shall cover 

Se ae aren SO CUTER MOTIONS. OF DOF I) every class of building that it is necessary to pro- 
husband, which was ordered to lie on the table | tect = ; 
and be printed. | Now I deny that the term *‘ house”’ is thus suf- 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, from the || ficiently comprehensive to embrace every class 
Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re- || which should be protected. It does not embrace the 
ferred the bill to amend an act entitled ‘An act for || class to which I have before alluded—that of un- 
the punishment of crime in the District of Colum- || occupied mechanics’ shops—and I think such a 
bia,” reported back the same with an ‘amendment | building ought to be protected. Iam not tena- 
and a recommendation that it do pass. 


: cious as to the particular word to be inserted. If 
The bill was read. . 


9? 

Mr. MARSHALL. Theamendment proposed || tleman will name, which will be sufficiently com- 
7 the committee is simply to inSert the words | prehensive to cover every class of buildings that 
or outhouse.”’ I will state to the House that as | need protection is more acceptable, I am satisfied. 
the law of this District now stands, there is no || 1am not aware of the legal signification given 
Penalty attached to the burning of an outhouse, | to the term ‘‘ house’? which the gentleman from 
unless there is merchandise, grain, or hay in it, || Pennsylvania (Mr. McLananan] gives it. I am 
at the time it is consumed. For instance, if a || not aware, especially, that in criminal jurispru- 
 raggpe shop is burned in the District of Colpm- || dence, laws are so construed as to embrace within 
la, with whatever: intention, the offence is not | particular terms objects other than those which 
punishable under the existing law. || are particularly included in those terms. I am not | 
The amendment of the law proposed by this || aware.of any such construction in criminal law. 
ill, is-merely intended to embrace that case, and || Upon the other hand, particular terms, such as | 


the word ‘*shop,’’ or any other which any gen- | 


| 
j 
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‘*house,’’ are used to designate a particular class 


of buildings, and none other. If this is so, and 
if the committee intend to embrace the class of 
buildings to which I have referred, then some 
more comprehensive term should be used. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I do not 
wish to detain the House with useless discussion 
upon this subject. The Committee on the Judi- 
clary think. that every building that should be 
protected will be protected by the term “ house 
or outhouse.”’ The bill, as originally introduced 
by the gentleman from Maryland, {Mr. Evaws,} 
was drafted by a lawyer of high standing in this 
city. The committee have enlarged the bill, and 
have made no other alteration than to enlarge it 
by the addition of the words “ or outhouse;”’ and 
they supposed that the class of buildings referred 
to by the gentleman from New York | Mr. Sacx- 
eTT| would certainly be embraced by the term 
** house or outhouse;”? and I must say that I do 
not understand what sort of a building would not 
be embraced by that term. The law does not 
provide a penalty for burning a detached shop, if 
it is not connected with a house. The bill which 
the committee reported expressly provides a pen- 
ality for the burning of that class of buildings, 
The conclusion which the gentleman from ew 


| York expresses upon this subject, | do not think 


is one which the authorities will bear out. For 
the purpose of terminating this discussion, how- 
ever, I call the previous question. 

Mr. STUART. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw that call for a moment. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 1 cannat withdraw it. 

Mr. WALSH. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his call fog the previous question. We had 
better follow the laws of Maryland upon this sub- 
sect. I have just procured a copy of those laws 
from the Library—— 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order.” 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia. | move to 
lay the bill upon the table, in order that it may be 
taken up at some future time, when we may ex- 
amine it more fully. 

Mr. T. subsequently withdrew the motion, 

The question now being upon seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, 

Mr. GIDDINGS demanded tellers; which were 
ordered, and Messrs. Wausu, and Tuompson of 
Virginia, were appointed, 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 80—noes not counted. 

So the previous question received a second. 

The main question was then ordered to be put, 
which main question was upon the adoption of the 
amendment to the amendment. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Sacxert, to insért afer the words 
‘‘or outhonse”’ the words ‘‘or building,”’ and it 
was disagreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the adoption 
of the amendment reported by the committee, and, 
being taken, tt was agreed to. 

The qdestion now being, *‘Shall the bill be en- 
grossed and read a third time?’’ 
~ Mr. MEADE moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said that, under the operation 
of the previous question—which extended to or- 
dering the bill to be engrossed and read a third 
time—a motion to refer would not be in order. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and, having been engrossed, it 
was read a third time. 


| Mr. STUART asked if it would be in order to 


move to reconsider the vote just taken, by which 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time? 

The SPEAKER said it would be in order. 

Mr. STUART. Then I submit that motion; 
and upon it I wish to offer a word or two. Before 
doing so, however, I ask that the bill as amended 
may be read. 

he bill was then read. 

Mr. STUART. I do not rise for the purpose 
of discussing the merits of this bill, nor the pro- 
priety of the amendment which has be® intro- 
duced by the Committee on the Judiciary; for 
unless it be printed or placed in our hands, ne 
profitable discussion in relation to it cap be carried 
on without great difficulty. But, 1 rise for the 
purpose of answering the argument of members of 


that committee. My object in moving this recon- 


sideration, is to have this bill referred to the Com- 
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mittee of th 
to have it printed, that gentlemen may examine it | 
and be able to reach this very difficulty which these 

amendments are designed to reach. Now, if the 

construction of this term * outhouse”’ is such as 

is ordinarily given it, certainly no gentleman will 

pretend that it reaches the difficulty presented in 

the original bill, The term ‘* outhouse’”’ is settled 

by authority. As I understand the term,” ‘ out- 

house’’ reaches only to such buildings as are per- 

tinent to the main building—which are in the cur- 

tilage. It is not an independent building. An 

independent building, occupied for a different pur- 

pose, does not, as I understand it, come within 

that class of buildings known as outhouses. Now 

our judicial construction upon acts of this kind, 

are necessarily very close. The crime of arson is 

one of the very highest known to our laws, and 

the most rigid rule of construction is therefore 
always given to acts of thischaracter. But ** out- 

house’’ or **house’’ being terms well known to 

criminal law, have necessarily received a settled 

and definite construction; and they do not, | repeat, 
reach such independent buildings asa shop, office, 
store, or any building of that character. | am not 
by any means prepared to say that this bill does 

not reach any difficulty which it was intended to 
cover; but 1 am prepared to say, and from my 
icnowledge of law I do say, though with deference 

to every other gentleman upon this floor, that the 

construction that is sought to be given here to the 

term ‘** outhouse,’’ will be found. not to be sus- 

tained by judicial authority. But inasmuch as I 

am at all times very much averse to occupying the 
time of this House, and especially so at this time 
when other committees desire tg report, 1 hope 
the House will agree to scomndline the order for 
engrossing this bill, and refer it to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and have 
it printed, so that we may all read and understand 
it, and that we may be enabled to do justice not 
only to this District, but to the whole community, 
by so perfecting the law that it will reach every 
offence within its contemplation, 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. My object, 
and, of course, the object of every member of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, is to cover by law, 
and by penal law, all classes of offences of which 
complaint has been made. It is of very little avail 
to carry on this discussion about the term ‘out- 
house.’’ My opinion is that every building de- 
tached from the main building, whether it is in the 
curtilage or not, is embraced hy the term ‘ out- 
house.’’ I have had my attention drawn particu- 
larly to the matter, but I have no pride of opinion 
about it. I understand that if we reconsider the 
vote by which this bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and wead a third time, that it will then be 
in a condition for amendment, and I suppose the 
insertion of the word ‘shop ’’ would settle the 
matter, and probably cover every species of build- 
ing which would not be covanalt by the term 
‘*house or outhouse.”’ 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia. 
cover a printing office? 

Mr. MARSHALL. Isupposeso. I suppose 
the term “house, outhouse, or shop’’ would 
cover a printing office. I trust, however, that 
inasmuch as this discussion has arisen that the 
House will take the matter under its own charge. 
I hope the reconsideration asked for will be given, | 
and if offeuces go unpunished while the Commit- | 
tee of the. Whole on the state of the Union is 
reaching it, that the House will be ready to take sa ‘ C 
the responsibility of it. F | Naval Affairs were not disposed to revive the dis- 

Mr. TUCK. ‘1 rise for the purpose of moving | cussion of these matters, and therefore had in- 
the previous question. But before doing so I wish | 
to say that it seems to be admitted that some ad- 
ditional legislation is necessary for this District, in | 
order to provide the means for bringing criminals 
to punishment. The proposition has been referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and they have 
given it their consideration. They have made a 
report, which was unanimously agreed in, and 
which was satisfactory to that committee. They 
propose_in a certain manner, and by a certain 
aod Me meet the exigency of the case; and 
they call for certain action by this House. Now, | 
gentlemen rise here upon the spur of the moment 
and propoge a different course. With all due 
respect to the gentlemen who have spoken upon || the bill may now be put upon its passage. 
this subject, I will not say that it does not com- || Mr, FICKLIN. Let it be committed. 
port with my notions of a proper respect to the || The SPEAKER. Objection is made,-and it 
Committee on the Judiciary, to give to this little || cannot be put upon its passage. 


agreed to recommend. But for myself, I will say 
that I have no sort of difficulty in supporting by 
my vote the proposed action of the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
reconsider. [ now move to lay the moticn to 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. PARKER, of Pennsylvania. 
gentleman will withdraw that motion. 

Mr. TUCK. 
the gentleman, but I cannot withdraw it. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
the gentleman to withdraw. 

Mr. PARKER, Iam in favor of this new di- 
rection—— 

Mr. TUCK. The gentleman misunderstood me. 
I declined to withdraw the motion to lay on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER. 
be entertained. 

The question was then taken, and the motion to 
maaiéiiey was laid upon the table. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, called for the 

| previous question upon the passage of the bill; 
and, upon a division, there were—ayes 64, noes 
36—no quorum voting, 

Mr. M. demanded tellers; which were ordered, 
and Messrs. Harris, of Tennessee, and VENABLE 
were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 84, noes not counted. 

So the previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put; which 
main question was upon the passage of the bill. 

The question was put and the bill was passed. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
which Jatter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported the following bills, which were sev- 
erally read a first and second time by their titles, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow; and, 
with the reports accompanying, ordered to be 

rinted: 


Then no further debate can 


of John Fletcher; and 

A bill for the relief of James Lewis. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I wish to ask if the morning 
hour has not expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I move, then, that we pro- 
ceed to the orders of the day 


agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. 
still in order. 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, 
it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 


Would it | 


the year 1838; and also of the petition of Charles Reeder, 
praying compensation for services as a member of the Board 


plans to preventthe explosion of steam-boilers; and that 
they do lie upon the table. 


reported upon by different committees to whic 


further consideration. 

Mr. S., from the same committee, also_reported 
a bill for the relief of J. G. Pendergrast, a com- 
mander in the United States Navy: which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred to 
a Committee of tlfe Whole House, and made the 


port accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GOODENOW, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Han- 
nah Sampson; which was read a first and second 
time by its title. 

Mr. G. 
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16 Whole on the state of the Union, and, |; bill, so comparatively unimportant, a direction || 
different from that which they have unanimously || 


I] shall vote against the motion to | 


I hope the | 
I would be glad to accommodate | 


I appeal to | 


A bill for the relief of the executors and heirs || 


The question was then taken, and it was not | 


Reports of committees are | 


charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
John G. Wilkinson, praying compensation for his services 
as Navy Pension Agent for the years 1836, 1837, and part of 


of Examiners, to make experimental trials of inventions and || 


Mr. S. remarked, that the two several petitions | 
above referred to had been heretofore favorably | 


‘|| they had been referred, but that the House had |! 
decidcd against them; and that the Committee on | 


structed him to ask to be discharged from their | 


order of the day for to-morrow, and, with the re- | 


If the House will consent, I desire that | 








Jan: 








tte el 
The bill was then referred toa Committee of », 
Whole House, made the order of the day fo," 
morrow, and, with the report accompanvine, ~ 
dered to be printed. YINEs or. 
_Mr. TUCK, from the Committee on Rey) 
tionary Pensions, to whom was referred ‘fe 
petition of Peter Winifred Ashby, deceased a 2 
ing for arrears of pension, made an adverse = “y- 
thereon; which was ordered to lie on the t ~ 
and be printed. _ 

Mr. T. also, from the same committee, report 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of John oe 
which was read a first and second time by its jj,),' 
and referred to a Committee of the Whole Hyy.,’ 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 
and, with the report accompanying, ordered to |, 
printed. 


Mr. BOCOCK, from the Committee op Naval 
Affairs, reported two several bills for the relief 9 
Gustavus A. De Russy, and James McCormicy 
assignee of Robert A. Parker; which were sey. 
ally read a first and second time by their 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House 
made the special order of the day for to-morrow’ 

‘and, with the report accompanying, ordered to |. 
printed. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, from the Com. 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, made adverse reports 
in the following cases; which were ordered to |ie 
upon the table, viz: 

In the case of the memorial of Daniel Guor. 
rant, praying compensation for injuries received 


De 


Litles, 


|| in the military service of the United States; and 


In the case of the memorial of Tamza Smith, 
for relief for expenses incurred in supporting 
Amos F. Stillson, an officer and soldier in the 

| Army of the United States. 


Mr. MARTIN, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Charles H. Pointer, pra ing compensation as 
an invalid on account of disability by sickness 

| while in the service of the United States: which 
_ was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Cornelius Hughes, 
of Tennessee; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of New York, from the Commit- 

| tee on Invalid Pensions, made adverse reports in 

'the following cases; which were ordered to lie 

| upon the table and be printed, viz: 

| The petition of Thomas Whinney, praying for 

| compensation on occount of disability from ex- 
osure and fatigue in the military service of the 

United States during the war of 1812; and 

Upon the petition of Elijah Close, praying Con- 
gress to grant him a pension for disability ocea- 
sioned by exposure in the war of 1812. 

Mr. J. also, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills; which were severally read a 
first and second time by their titles, referred toa 
| Committee of the Whole House, and made the or- 
der of the day for to-morrow, and, with the reports 
accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Francis Tribeau; 

A bill for the relief of James Wright, jr.; and 

A bill for the relief of John Kerbaugh. 

Mr. EASTMAN, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Ichabod Weymouth; which was read a first and 

second time by its title, referred to a Committee of 

the Whole House, and made the order of the day 
|, for to-morrow, and, with the report accompanying, 
| ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. EASTMAN asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given; but objection being made, 
it was not introduced. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
|| of John McIntosh; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title, referred to a Committee 0! 
the Whole House, and made the special order of 
the day for to-morrow, and, with the report accom: 
panying, ordered to be printed. 
|| Mr. J. also, from the same committee, made 
| adverse reports in the following cases; which were 

severally ordered to lie upon the table and be 
| printed, viz: 
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1952. 
oT cenentiiealinls sai 
"The petition of Susan M. Sweeny, the widow 
-Thomas Sweeny, praying to be placed upon 
vension rolls, in consequence of the death of 
the ‘husband by disease contracted while in the | 
rae service during the Mexican war; 
“phe petition of Ephraim Sharp, of Dryden, 
; > y y ; 7 ae 
Tompkins county, New York, praying for a pen i 





tained a warrant for the same, leaving a widow, the war 


warrant shall issue to his mivor heirs, if any shall survive | 

him; and if the warrant shail bave issued betore bis death, 

| then such warrant shall pass to and be vested in his widow, 

{| if he shall leave one; and if no widow, then to his minor | 
heirs, if any. | 
Sec. 6. 4nd be it further enacted, That the warrants | 

which have been, or may hereaiter be issued,in pursuance | 


gon; of said act, or of this act, may be located upon any lands of 


The petition of Jacob Shy, praying for a back 
on on aceount of services in the war of 1812; 


such location. 

Sec. 7. ind be it further enacted, That the proviso to 
| the second section of the act of which this act is explana 
| tory, be and the same is hereby repealed. 


‘ilitary service of the United States in the war of || oo 
militar} ‘|| Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Speaker, I have been 


jaj2; andalso ; : aes 5 : ’ 
The petition of Eliza Merrill, of Bangor, Maine, || directed to report the amendment that has just 
been read by the majority of the committee. The 


caving for arrears of pension due James Merrill. 

ah STANTON, of Kentucky. I am author- | ™ority, however, will probably offer another 
bg the Committee on Public Buildings to || #mendment to the bill. The bill will stand, if 

ait, that there isa bill from the Senate now lying | 

goon the Speaker’s table, appropriating the sum | 
of welve hundred dollars for the purpose of fitting | 

° two rooms to be anes as a library, and for 


pens! 


¥ 


"The petition of Samuel Butler, praying for a || 
ysion on account of disability incurred in the 
petis 


| assignable by an assignment upon the warrant in 


that deeds are required to be executed in the re- 
with the ogy which was appropriated for that 
purpose by a bill oo yesterday. The Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings are desirous that the 
pill should be passed immediately, and I am au- 
thorized by them to ask the unanimous consent of || 
the House that it may be taken upand acted upon | 


vision was this: they supposed with such a pro- 
| vision the officers and citizens of the different 
States would more readily understand what they 
had-to do in making valid assignments of certifi- 
cates than inany other way. Every public officer 
as of a State understands, or can readily ascertain, 
WM. DUNHAM. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made the bill 


cannot now be taken up. 


On motion by Mr. RICHARDSON, the Com- | 

Territories was discharged from the ; 
mittee on Perrito f ne d | upon the subject. 
further consideration of the preamble and resolu- tenes 

e a re bl ° } ‘ f || that score. 

tion of the Legislative Assembly of the State of | 
Jowa, on the subject of compensation to the sol- | 
diers and others, while that State was a Territory, 
for defending the southern boundary of said Ter- 
ritory; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


Mr. NEWTON. IT ask the consent of the 


| and, consequently, he can take the same steps for 
the assignment of a land warrant. I apprehend 
there will beno difficulty inthe Department’s ascer- 


There can be no difficulty upon 
They can easily inform themselves of 


cution of a deed. 


warrants, 
Mr. TUCK. I rise to a point of order. 
not aware what is the motion before the House. 


; : The SPEAKER. It is upon an amendment 
House to withdraw certain papers from the files of 


; || proposed by the committee to the original bill re- 
the House, for the purpose of returning them to || forred to them. r 
their owners. 


ae ; Mr. TUCK. I submit whether it is in order to 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I object. do that, unless there is a motion submitted that the 
Mr.DUNHAM. Are reports from select com- || bill be put upon its passage ? 
mittees in order now? The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
The SPEAKER. They are. 


| amendment proposed by the committee. There 

Mr. DUNHAM. Then, sir, I propose to make || being no motion to commit the bill, that is the 
areport from the select committee to which was || question before the House. : 
referred the joint resolution explanatory of the act Mr. TUCK. Is itin order to move to commit 
of September 28, 1850, entitled ‘‘An act granting || the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
bounty lands to certain officers and soldiers who || state of the Union? 
were engaged in the military service of the United Mr. DUNHAM. 
States,’’ and the subject of amending and extend- 


| the floor. 
ing the bounty land bill. The report is to strike || The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
out the original bill that was referred to the com- 


has the floor. of a 
mittee, and to insert the following as a substitute || Mr. DUNHAM. The second section is in 
therefor, viz: 


| reference to the payment of registers and receivers 
Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the-Senate and House of Repre- 


for the location of bounty land warrants. 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
ee all certificates or warrants for military bounty 
ands which have been, or may hereatter be, issued under ° a. » ; . aa oe 
any law of the United States, and all certificates of valid || of these officers for locating land WatTRars here 
locations of the same which have been or may hereafter be || after. *It may be possible that in some of the 
made, are hereby declared to be assignable by indorsement ||‘oftices labor has been done for which their fees 
ee such a shall be aeons om - ‘and salary have not been an a compensa- 

\owledged, or proved, in the same manner and wi re . * . eal 
sane formalities that deeds for the conveyance of land are | “#005 but it was impossible at t 
executed and acknowledged, or proved, in the State or Ter- 
ntory where such assignment shall be made. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted; That from and after 
the passage of this act, the registers and receivers of the 
United States land offices shal] each be entitled to réceive | 
fity cents for his services in locating each bounty land | 
Warrant by bim located, to be paid by the person or persons | 
locating the same; but this act shall not be so construed as 
to allow any register or receiver to receive any greater || 
maximum of salary and fees than by law he is now enti- |) : 
ted. to grant relief. 


are not entitled to this privilege. 


Not until the gentleman gets 


and receivers throughout the United States to as- 


—— paid for the services they rendered. We 


dividually to prefer their claims to the Govern- 
| ment. 


Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That the act of which 
this act is explanatory, shall be so construed as to include 
ul commissioned and non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates of militia, volunteers and rangers who 
Were mustered into the service of the United States for the 
Suppression or prevention of Indian hostilities, or whose 
*ervices of that character were recognized and paid by the 
United States prior to the passage of said act, and who 
ferved the length of time required by said act. 

Sec. 4. “nd be it further enacted, That in computing 
the term of service of the officers and soldiers of militia, 
volunteers, and rangers, for the purposes of this act, or of 
the act of which this act is explanatory, such term shall be 
computed from the time they were mustered into the ser- 
vice of and paid by the United States to the time they were | 
discharged therefrom. 


law allows them to receive, without any payment 

whatever for the location of land warrants. In 
| other places they have not received near that 
amount. It would be a long and tedious investi- 
gation to examine into every case to find out 
whether the officer has rectived an adequate com- 
pensation for his services or not. We did not 
consider it proper to load down a bill of a general 
character, as this is, with these individual claims 
for services rendered—for some of which there 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any officer or || W8% "°. right of payment. They are left in the 
soldier entitled to bounty land under this act or under the || S#me Situation as private claims. . 
‘ct of which this act is explanatory, has died sinee the pas- | for the future claims of officers for locating these 
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sage of veld pat, cv ebait nereather die without ‘caving on i 


rant shall issue to such widow; if no widow, Uien such |) 


the United States subject to private entry at the time of | 


amended as we propose, so as to make certificates | 


the same manner and under the same restrictions 


‘aining the books w 1ich shall be purchased || gare States where thé warrants are assigned. 
ae he object of the committee in making this pro- | 


what steps he has to take to execute a valid deed; | 


Ps as : 
taining what are the laws in the different States | 


the laws of the several States for the proper exe- | 
No difficulty will arise in the | 
| application of these laws to the assignment of | 


Iam | 


The | 
committee have striken out this section in the ori- | 
| ginal bill, and propose to provide for the payment | 


iis time for the | 
committee to inquire into the receipts by registers | 


| certain which had and which had not been suffi- | 
considered it was better to leave those officers in- | 
If their case is meritorious, undoubtedly | 
the Congress of the United States will be disposed | 
. ' 
But in many of these offices they 


They have in | 
many instances received almost the maximum the 


We provide | 
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warrants, that the register and receiver for the 
location of a warrant receive each fifty cents. That 
is the fee whieh they are now entitled to for locating 
forty acres of land at one per cent, upon the money 
received by each officer. They now receive, the 
register one per cent. and the receiver one per cent., 
which weeks make for the locacion of forty acres 
to each officer fifty cents. I submit to the House 
that there is no more trouble in the location of one 
hundred and sixty acres than there is in locating 
forty acres of land. We, therefore, ought not to 
ay any more in the one case than in the other. 
The committee could not conceive why there 
should be a distinction. 


The distinction is a rea- 
sonable one, if the officer has to take charge of 
the funds. He there incurs a responsibility, and 
that responsibility increases with the amount of 
money received. This cannot apply where lands 
are located by means of warrants. ‘In this r spect 
the committee have changed the original bill. 
They make the fee payable in all cases by the 
person who makes the location, whether he be 
the original grantee or not. ‘lhe original bill pro- 
vides, if the land is entered by the assignee, that 
the fee should be paid by him, and | apprehend 
no gentleman will doubt if the land warrant is 
to be sold and transterred, the transferee has to 


| pay this additional price for locating the warrant. 
\| That enters into consideration when he buys the 


warrant. There can be no propriety in making a 
distinction in the payment of the fee, when it is 
located by the original grantee, or by his assignee. 
If it is located by the assignee, he should be made 
to pay the fee. I submit to every member of the 
House whether every business map will not take 
that into consideration when he buys the warrant 
from the csiaiadliphehtes and whether there is any 
reason in principle or practice why there should 
be a distinction between the payment of the fee by 
the person to whom the warrant has been granted 
|| or his assignee. 

The next section provides for that class of men 


| who are called out for the suppression or pre- 


vention of Indian hostilities under the authority 
of the States, but whose services were recognized 
and paid for by the United States out of the public 
|| Treasury. We thought that this was no more 
than fair; no more than justice demanded. If for 
these services they have been paid out of the 
|| Treasury, the presumption is that they were val- 
uable to the General Government. There is no 
reason why, the Government having considered 
| these services of so much advantage as to require 
| at their hands remuneration, they should not be 
|| put upon the same footing with a legiti- 
mately called into the service of the United States. 
In this respect we have not departed to any extent 
| from the original bill. 
The fourth section provides that the time of ser- 
vice shall not be computed, as is now done, at the 
Department, but that in computing the term of 
service of the officers and soldiers, of militia, vol- 
unteers, and rangers, for the purposes of this act, 
or the act of which this act is explanatory, such 
term shall be computed from the me they were 
mustered into the service and paid by the United 
States to the time they were actually discharged 
therefrom. The object is to cover all that class of 
\| cases. I will give you an instance: In the Black 
Hawk war rangers were called out for twelve 
months service. The war closed after they had been 
in service only thirty days, some sixty and some 
ninety days; but those troops were kept in active 
|| service upon the Indian frontier for the purpose of 
intimidating the tribes and to keep them in order, 
|| for the whole term for which they were enlisted— 
twelve months. Yet the Department, because the 
Black Hawk war ceased within thirty, sixty, or 
ninety days after their enlistment, say they shall 
only receive a warrant for the time they served in 
the war. * 

The fifth section provides for those cases where 
| application is upon file in the Department, and 
| where no warrant has issued, that if any person 
| entitled to bounty land under this act, or under the 
| act of which this act is explanatory, has died, or 

hereafter shall die, the warrant shall iss#* to the 
' 


| 
i 


| widow in the first instance upon her application; 
if no widow, then to the minor heirs, in the same 
manner as if he had died after obtaining the war- 
rant. It also—— 


Mr. FICKLIN. With the consent of my 
friend from Indiana, | wish to make an inquiry. 
\| The chairman of the select committee to whom. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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this bill was referred, understands that this fifth 
section changes the mode of descent and transfers 
this warrannt to the widow, and if there is no wid- 
ow to the minor heirs. The widow possesses it 
entirely, and no benefit accrues at all to the minor 
heirs unless there is no widow. 

Mr. DUNHAM. In that respect we follow 
»recisely the original act. In case the soldier died 
before his warrant has issued, we give the warrant 
when it does issue, in the same manner as if he 
had not made his application, to his widow; and if 
there is no widow, to his minor heirs. If he has 
made application which has been acted upon, and 
a warrant issued but not located, and shall there- 
aiter die, the bill provides that the warrant shall 


| . ¥ a . . . allt MO 
| that in my State, under this provision, would not 





| 


first descend to his widow, and then to his minor | 


heirs. 
indicates, to give it first to the soldier, and in case 


If the intention was originally, as the act | 


of his death, to his widow, or if there is no widow, | 
to his minor heirs, is there any reason why we | 
should make a distinction between the soldiers who | 


die after the application and before the warrant 


has issued, and those who die after the warrant | 


hus been issued? 


We all know very well in the | 


Western country, that when you come to dividea | 


land warrant amongst a half-a-dozen heirs in that 
way, it amounts to nothing. The original inten- 
tion was to provide for the widow, and then for 
the minor children, to help her to support and edu- 
cate them until they arrived at maturity, and able 
to take care of themselves. 

‘The sixth section of the act provides that the 
warrants which have been or may hereafter be 
issued under these acts, may be located upon any 
lands of the United" States subject to private entry. 
In other words, this section repeals a proviso which 
we recollect was forced upon Coigress with our 


eyes open, requiring these warrants. to be located | 


upon lands then in market. I allude to the proviso 
which ‘vas moved to the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill, by a gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Sawted not now a member of this House. 

Mr. LOCKHART. I wish toask the gentleman 


whether this sixth section does not violate one of || 


the general land laws—whether it does not permit 
these warrants to be located upon alternate sections 
reserved at a double price where lands have been 
granted to railways and other public improvements? 

Mr. DUNHAM. I take it the fair construction 
of this law would not interfere with that class of 
lands. ‘They are not embraced in the term ‘‘ to 
be subjett to private entry.”’ 
we speak of lands open to private entry, the fair 
interpretation would be, lands open to private entry 
at the minimum price. That was the intention of 
the committee; and if gentlemen think the bill is 


not sufficiently guarded in that respect, they can || 


amend it. 

The seventh section repeals the proviso to the 
original bill, which prevents members of Congress, 
who are entitled to bounty land under the late law, 
and under the Mexican bounty land law, from 
receiving it. I have given this brief explanation, 
that the House may be aware of the reasons that 
led to the adoption of this bill. 

Mr. MEADE. If the gentleman will allow 
me 

Mr. DUNHAM yielded. 

Mr. MEADE. To bills of this character, when 
before the House, it is very inconvenient, if pos- 
sible, to get amendments in deemed to be essential. 
1 will suggest to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Dunnam] some of the defects I consider attached 
to this bill. In the first place, he has altered 
the mode by which assignments shall be made 
and proved, by abrogating the forms recognized 
by the Department, and requiring these assign- 
ments to be authenticated in the same way deeds 
are authenticated. in the State where the holder of 
the warrant lives. Now, I think it is very likely 
that in many of the States of this Union, as in my 
own, it would prevent the sale of the warrants, 
or at least incumber them with so many difficul- 
ties, that the object of this amendment, explana- 
tory to the act passed by Congress, would be en- 
tirely defeated. We all know that the mode by 
which @arrants are now assignable is by assign- 
ment in blank, and they are certified in the usual 
way by a notary or magistrate, with the certificate 
sak seal of the clerk of the county in which the 
party resides. They are passed off into the hand 
of some attorney, or member of Congress, to sell 
for the claimant, and when he sells he inserts the 
name of the assignee. Such an assignment as 


I apprehend when | 





|| bea 
\| be certified and proved in the manner deeds are in 
| my State, it would be necessary for the certified 
officer there—a justice of the peace, to recite the | 
deed, and in this case to recite the assignment. | 
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good one, because if the assignment was to 


Now the object for which this law was passed 
would, in the case of my people, be entirely de- 
feated, or to a great extent. 


think the mode is now understood through the 
country; and as they usually attach the form to 


every warrant issued, it is a better mode of as- | 


signing than that proposed by this bill. 

Another objection that sug 
that it does not provide for cases that may happen. 

Mr. BISSELL. I should like to know which 
of the gentlemen has the floor. 

The SPEAKER. 
ana [Mr. Dunnam] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MEADE. Lam only suggesting the amend- 
ments the gentleman may make to save the time 
of the House. I have to notice but one other de- 
fect I perceive in this bill. It is this: it provides, 
that if the warrant shall have issued before the 


| death of the warrantee, then such warrant shall 


| months, or five years, and dies without having as- | 
signed it, leaving no widow or infant children—is | 
it intended by this bill that this warrant shall go | 


| and minor heirs. 


| from Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] by saying*that it | 


| a question in reference to this matter. 
guage seems to apply to warrants now in exist- | 
ence, and to cases in which the holder may have | 
|| died, or may hereafter die. I ask the gentleman, , 


pass to, and be invested, in his widow, if he shall 
leave one; if no widow, then to his minor heirs. 


Now suppose a man dies after obtaining his war- | 


rant, and leaves no widow and no minor heir, it 
would seem this bill intends to deprive his general 
heirs of the warrant in that case. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
tention of the bill. 
Mr. MEADE. 
from Georgia [Mr. Srepuens]| understands me. 
The warrant has been issued; it is in the posses- 
sion of the claimant; he keeps it for twelve 


back to the Government, thus cutting off the gen- 
eral heirs? In that case, by inference, this bill 


would seem to involve such aresult, for it says, if 
the warrant shall have issued before his death, | 
then such warrant shall pass to, and be invested, | 
in his widow; if no widow, then to his minor | 


heirs. Ina majority of cases, they have no widow 


old that all of their children have grown up. In 


such a case as that, warrants would be dead prop- || 
erty, and pass to nobody; but it would appear | 


such a warrant was in existence, and so much 
land had passed out of the hands of the Govern- 
ment. It would involve great abuses. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I hope the 
gentleman from Virginia will allow me to ask him 
This lan- 


whether it is possible for the Government of the 
United States to control the descent of that prop- 


erty—whether it is not controlled by the laws | 


of the State? 
Mr. MEADE, 1 will reply to the gentleman 

is my opinion that it is not competent for this bill 

to change rights already vested, and therefore it 


could not apply to warrants heretofore issued. I | 
I have re- | 


will state another thing to the House. 
ceived letters from the Department, in which the 


have given this construction to the law of 1850: if || 


aman makes application in his lifetime for his 


warrant, and dies before that warrant issues, that | 


it cannot issue unless he has a widow and infant 
children. And in one case particularly in my dis- 
trict, a widow made application for the land to 
which her deceased husband would have been enti- 
tled, but before the warrant issued in her case, she 
also died, and the Department decided she was not 
entitled to it, nor her heirs. Now it seems tome, 


by the words of that bill, if a man be living at the | 


time of the date of that bill, and died previous to 
his obtaining his warrant from the office, that it is 
a vested right, descendable to his heirs generally, 
and they cannot be divested of it by any construc- 
tion given to that law by the Department. I think, 


if the House agree with me that if a man be living | 
at the date of the last bill, and entitled to his war- 


rant, he has a vested and indefeasible right to it, 
that such a declaration ought to be contained in 
this bill; for I consider the construction given to 
the act by the officersis entirely unwarrantable. 


Mr. DUNHAM, 


This is one objection | 
..to the proposed mode of certifying assignments. I 


gests itself to me is, | 


The gentleman from Indi- | 


That is the in- | 


I hardly suppose the gentleman | 


Many of these soldiers are so | 
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In reference to ; 
quiry by the gentleman, I will anahiy san ha 
| not, as an individual, sanction that section di 
now stands; but I believe, excepting myself 
committee were unanimous for that ery 
Experience has shown—at least so the office 
the Department tell me—that the mode of at . 
ing warrants which has been practised in rei 
to the Mexican bounty land warrants, has reg ree 
in very great fraud. If this matter had te - 
to the Department, they would have undoubted 
| imposed such restrictions as would have prevented 
| fraud. We ought now to provide a mode ~ 
| will prevent fraud in assignments of warrants 
you permit assignments in blank 
door to a great a abuses in the ASSionmen: 
of these bounty land warrants. For instane. 
a warrant has been issued to myself; I agsin 
it in blank to A B, and make the acknowleds. 
ment that he has the warrant in his possession 

with this blank assignment. He loses it, oy it . 
| stolen from him, or in any other way may ee; out 
|| of his hand. C, who may get hold of it; may fill 

up the blank assignment and may make the loca. 
| tion, and you have no remedy. If the bill Oppose 

obstruction to that kind of assignment, I think it 
will have accomplished a good end. If it is stolen 
the thief might indorse bis name upon it at once. 
and the mere indorsement transfers it from hané 
to hand. If the blanks were left open to be {lj 
all these guards we have studied to throw around 
them, and which the Department has endeavored 
to throw around them, would be good for noth. 
ing. I think experience will show the gentleman 
is mistaken in another thing. I understand the 
| Construction which the Department has given to 
| the law as it now stands is, that if a soldier dies 

before he locates his land warrant, it does not pass 
| to his heirs, but the warrant has to be surrendered 
up. If he leaves a widow, however, it goes to 
her; and if no widow, to his minor children, If 
he has no widow, he then has no right under the 
law. That is the construction put upon it, and 
the committee did not feel authorized from the 
action of this House, to change that construction 
by positive enactment. That is the answer I have 
to make. Now, in reference to the sixth section, 
| I hope that by unanimous consent the amendment 

may be made limiting the locations upon land 
| which may be in market at the time of the loca- 
tion, atthe minimum price. If there is no objec- 
tion, I submit an amendment, to come in at the 
end of this section in these words: ‘ At the mini- 
mum price.”’ 

Mr. BISSELL. I would like to inquire of the 
, honorable chairman of this:select committee what 
'| motion he intends to make in reference to this 
bill ? 

Mr. DUNHAM. [intend to move its reference 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. I will state, that my object in doing that 
is, because it will be impossible to dispose of the 
| bill to-day, and unless such a motion is made the 
bill will go upon the Speaker’s table, and, conse- 

uently, will not come up to-morrow. I make 
hie motion with the expectation of withdrawing 
it at the proper time. 

Mr. BISSELL. I understand now, and! am 
| glad to hear it, that the honorable chairman of this 
select committee designs to have this bill referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
|| Union. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I rut the gentleman 





| 


that 
If 


you open the 


from Illinois [Mr. BisseLL] at the time merely 
rose to make an inquiry. I intended to submit 
| that motion. : 

| . Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I rise to a priv 
| ileged question, that will entitle me to the floor, 99 
far as that question is concerned. It is to movel 
take up che busine on the Speaker’s table. This 
| bill will stand as the first business in order in the 
|| morning. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour having 
expired, the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Joy 
son] has a right to arrest proceedings for the pur 
pose of submitting the motion he has made. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will ask if this bill does 
"not come up the first business in the morning, | 
bis prea with the business upon the Speakers 
| table? ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it will. 
1 Mr. JOHNSON. I will make the motion ' 
|| refer it to the Committee of the Whole; and that 
| will bring it up as the first business in order. 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot have 


floor to submit that motion. 


Oar. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
if the House now pass to the business upon the 


Gpeaker’s table—a motion having been made to | 


refer this bill to the Committee of the W hole upon 
the state of the Union—if this bill will not go 
»o the Speaker’s table and come up as the unfin- 
ished business ? 

The 
willtake. ; 

Mr. DUNHAM. Then 1 move to refer this 
pill to the Committee of the Whole upon the state 
of the Union. / 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I call for the 
business upon the Speaker’s table. 


BRITISH WEST INDIA COLONIES. 


he SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
communication from the President of the United 
which was read as follows, viz: 


WASHINGTON, January 12, 1852. 
To the House of Representatives : 
in answer to the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the Sth instant, { herewith transmit to it a report 
and accompanying papers from the Secretary of State. 
MILLARD FILLMORE. 


DEPARTMENT OF StTaTs, 
WASHINGTON, January 10, 1852. 
To the President of the United States: 

The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred the 
resolution which was adopted by the House of Represent- 
atives of the United States on the 5th instant, requesting 
the President to communicate to that House, if not incom- 


States; 


SPEAKER. That is the course the bill | 
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her Majesty’s Secretary of State, suggesting measures to 
be adopted for the encouragement of emigration to the | 
West Indies from the United States. 
“ GovernMENT House, Anticua, November 18,1850. | 
[CTIRCULAR.] 
* Downtne street, October 16,1850. | 
“Srr: I have to acquaint you that it has been suggested | 
to me that a desirable class of emigrants for the West In- | 
dian Colonies might be induced to come to them from 
among the black and colored population ef the United 
States, whose arrival and lecation, if they choose to come, 
would, I have no doubt, be advantageous both to them 


: 


| selves and the colonies. 


‘Tam not aware of anything which can be done by the | 
Colonial Governments to encourage such immigration be- 


| yond showing a readiness to pass acts giving the privilege 
| of naturalization to any such persons as might come and 


patible with the public interest, any information he may | 


possess, respecting a circular which was issued by the Sec- 


retary of State for the British Colonial Department, on the | 


16th of October, 1850, relative to the employment in her 
Britannic Majesty’s West India Colonies, of free blacks and 
liberated slaves from the United States, ‘* and particularly 
what action the Legislative Assemblies of the British West 


India Islands have taken in pursuance of the suggestions | 


contained” in said circular, has the honor to report to the 
President the accompanying copy of papers, which embrace 
all the information possessed by this Department on the 
subject of the said resolution. Respectfully submitted. 
DAN’L WEBSTER. 
Mr. Lawrence to Mr. Webster. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lonvon, November 14, 1851. 
Sir: A few weeks since George W. Owens, Esq., of 
Georgia, called upon me to say that he had seen a newspa- 
per, published in the Island of Antigua, containing a circu- 


lar dispatch from the Colonial Office, recommending the | 
British West India Colonies to enter into contracts with | 


persons held in slavery in the United States. Soon after the 
interview he furnished me with a copy of the dispatch. 


Mr. Owens seemed greatly annoyed at Lord Grey’s dis- | 
patch, although I told him that this Government could not | 


have the intention of meddling with slavery in the United 
States. 


from the Government. I did not feel authorized, nor did 


He, however, was anxious for an explanation | 


settle there, and providing that a bounty should be payable 
on such immigrants, under such arrangements as may be 
thought desirable. 


*<] could also suggest, as deserving of consideration, 
whether laws might not be passed rendering binding, on | 


certain conditions, engagements to pay sums of money 
which may have been agreed on by inmigrants, although 
such engagements may have been contracted in America 


and while the parties were in a state of slavery. 


“T have, &c., GREY.” 
Mr. Lawrence to Mr. Owens. 
Lonpon, November 8, 1851. 
My pear Sir: I have just received a reply to my note 
to Lord Palmerston, accompanied by Lord Grey’s explana 
tion of the dispatch to which [ called his attention. 
assured that he never intended to sanctionor suggest enter 


ing into any arrangement with regard to slaves not first || 


known to and approved by the masters; and that so far 


from supposing that any American would or could complain | 


of the proposed arrangement, it was believed the slavehold- 
ers would receive it with satisfaction, and join in carrying 
it into effect. 

It appears that Lord Grey has been aware for some time 
that the West India Colonies are suffering for the want of 
an adequate supply of labor. A gentleman from these col 
onies directed his attention to the fact that there were in 
some of the slaveholding States a large number of free 
blacks whom the whites would be glad to have removed, 


| and who would meet to a certain extent the wants of the 


I think it wise to make an official matter of the subject, as || 
I believed [ could accomplish the object in a more satisfac- || 


tory manner by a personal interview. I accordingly called 
on Lord Palmerston, in the absence of Lord Grey, and re- 
ceived from him a verbal explanation, disclaiming any such 
purpose as Mr. Owens had drawn from the language of the 
dispatch. On Lord Grey’s return to town, I received from 
him an informal note to the same effect. I immediately 


colonies. Knowing it to be the policy of the slave States 


to rid themselves of such a population, he thought a meas- | 
ure contemplating sucha result would be favorably re- | 


ceived by them. 
He was further led to suppose, on the authority of cer- 


| tain American gentlemen, communicated to him through 


the same channel, that many slaveholders would avail them- 
selves of such an Opportunity to emancipate their slaves, 
if they could be assured of their being removed from the 
country. 

He was informed that the laws forbade emancipation, 


unless the liberated slaves were also removed, and that the | 
expense of this prevented persons who would otherwise | 
But it was saida | 


emancipate their slaves from doing so. 
measure would be acceptable which would enable such 


persoas to remove their slaves from the country when liber- | 


ated without expense to themselves. 
With this view he prepared a pian, which should aim at 


the employment in the West India Colonies of free blacks | 


frem the United States; and should also offer*to the plant- 
ers the prospect, not Only of a removal of their liberated 
slaves without expense, but of a recovery of a portion of 


their value also. He recommended this plan to the colonies, | 


|| and wrote the circular in question in the belief that the want 


wrote Mr. Owens a note, imbodying the substance of these | 


explanations, and received from him a reply, dated at Liv- 
erpool, expressing dissatisiaction with them. 


Not know- | 


ing what use he may make in the United States of the cir- | 


cular dispatch, I deem it my duty to place you in possession 
ot acopy of my letter tohim. I have read this letter to 


Lord Palmerston, and have received from him an assurance | 
that it is entirely in accordance with his own views, with || 
the views of Lord Grey, and with those of the Cabinet Min- 


isters. 


The dispatch in question was, as you will see, sent to 1| 
the West Indies Some time in the autumn of 1850, and as it || 
has never been heard of in the United States, I apprehend | 


itwas never acted upon by the Colonial Legislatures. 


* | 


rew out of the action of the late Mr. Turnbull, who was, | 


believe, of the mixed Commission in Cuba, and an agent | 


of this Governmentin matters connected with the slave 
trade. 


He wasin Washington about two years since, and | 


While there saw many persons of Maryland, Virginia, and | 
other Southern States, respecting the free colored people of | 


those States, and communicated the result of his observa- 
Uons to this Government. 
I should not have thought it necessary to trouble you with 


this matter, if Mr. Owen had expressed himself satisfied 
with my letter. 


I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedi- 
ent servant, ABBOTT LAWRENCE. 


wn. 





Extract from the Antigua Weekly Regi i i 
r 'y Register lished in 
he city of St. John’s, 26th Neate: Seo0. 


House or AssemBLy, 
Tuurspay, November 21, 1850. 

, When the House was formed, which was not b 
o’eloek, Mr. Speaker informed the House that he had re- 
celved a message from the Governor-in-Chief, which he 

read, as follows; F 

““R. J. MeInrosm, the Governor-in-Chief, transmits, for 
information of the House of Assemb!y, the accom y- 
™§ copy of a circular dispatch which he bas received from 


Hon. Danren Wesster, Secretary of State, Washing- | 


efore two | 


of labor would be supplied from these two sources, with the | 
assent and codperation of the slaveholders and the govern- | 


ments of the slaveholding States. 

It is to be regretted that, with such an end in view, lan- 
guage should have been employed capable of a different 
construction; but this explanation appears to deprive it of 
its objectionable character. 

With great consideration, I remain, dear sir, very faith- 
fully yours, ABBOTT LAWRENCE. 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the communication | 


was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


DEFICIENCY ESTIMATES. 


TheSPEAKER laid before the Housea commu- 
nication from the Treasury Department, transmit- 
ting a statement of additional appropriations re- 


quired for the current fiscal year in the bureaus of | 


Also, | 


said Department, amounting to $16,500. / 
for the contingent expenses of the branch Mint at 
New Orleans, $12,000; and for annuities and drafts 


| $750; amounting in the aggregate to $29,250. 


| communication from the Treasury 


| 


On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, referred to the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to | 


be printed. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
Department, 


transmitting statements from the War Departmen 


of additional ee necessary for the sup- 
port of the Army for the present fiscal year; 
which, 


On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, was referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

DEFICIENCY ESTIMATES—DEPARTMENT 
OF THE INTERIOR. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Department of the Inte- 


Iam | 








zal 


rior, transmitting estimates of appropriations ne- 
cessary to meet deficiencies in the service of this 

Department for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 

1852, amounting to some $700,000. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, it was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tenviessee. I would ask the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
if it would not be better to send that communica- 
tion back to the Department of the Interior and 
ask them to submit their estimates according to 
the laws, and what has heretofore been the prac- 
tice. It has always been the practice, and I be- 
lieve the law requires it, that they shall submit 
their estimates to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and he shall send them in here. Some davs aro 
we had an estimate from the Navy Department, 
and now we have one from the Department of the 
Interior. [suppose in a short time the War De- 

|, partment will present one, too; and after a while 
|| the Secretary of the Treasury will also stbmit 
one. In my opinion, they should all be sent back, 
|| and made in aceordance with the law and custom. 
|| | move, therefore, that this communication be 
‘| returned to the Secretary of the Interior, and that 
|| he be directed to submit it according to law. 

Mr. STANLY. If the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior has been guilty of any neglect or duy, he has 
not done so certainly with any intention. I hope 
my friend from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Jones} will not 
resort to this mode of proceeding. After the com- 
mittee have had this paper under examination, 
they can report such resolution and send it back; 
but to throw it back now in the face of the Secre- 
tary, 1s certainly not becoming ourselves or him. 
I hope my friénd from Tennessee will not insist 
upon his motion, for | think it is a little uncour- 
teous. 

Mr. JONES. The manner in which they make 
their reports to Congress looks alittle uncourteous, 
to say the least of it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I made no reply to my friend 
|| from Tennessee, because [ took it for granted that 
|| the remarks he had made would bring the subject 

to the attention of the heads of the Department, 

so that they would hereafter pursue the ordinary 

course of communicating through the Secretary of 

the Treasury to Congress. I believe, with the gen- 

tleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty,] that 
|| it would be, probably, too severe a rebuke to send it 
|| back. ‘The remarks of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee have sufficiently presented the subject to 
the attention of the heads of the Departments; so 
|| much so, that they will hereafter follow the law 
and custom upon that subject. It is certainly 
|| irregular and unusual to make this sort of com- 
munication, but still | agree with the gentleman 
|| from North Carolina [Mr. Srayty] that it would 
probably be too decided a step for us to take, at 
|| this time, to send it back. 

Mr. JONES. It certainly would not be any 
stronger expression of the House towards that 
|| Department than this course is, upon the part of 
the Department, uncourteous towards the House. 
|| The law requires, if I mistake not, that the several 
Departments shall submit their estimates to the 
Congress of the United States through the Treas- 
ury Department. The Treasury Department is 
required by law to make its report directly to the 
|| Congress of the United States. Since l have been 
here it has been the uniform practice, I believe, 
when the Secretary of the Treasury submits his 
annual estimates of appropriations to accompany 
them also with such estimates for deficiencies for 
|| the current year asthe several Departments may 
report to him. If gentlemen think that the course 
I suggested would be too severe a rebuke towards 
the Secretary, | will withdraw the motion I made, 
land move to lay the communication upon the 
table, and there let it rest until it comes to us in a 
i proper manner. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Jones’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the communication was laid upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a privi- 
leged question. I understand that there is a sim- 
ilar communication from the Navy Department, 
which has been referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. I move toreconsider the vote 
by which it was so referred, in order that it, too, 
may be laid upon the table until sent in in the 
| 


} 


| 





regular manner. 


I r. HOUSTON. I think the gentleman from 


































































































































































































Tennessee is mistaken in regard to that commu- | partment for the fiscal year ending 30th June, | 


nication, 

Mr. BAYLY. I rise to a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] has already submitted a priv- 
ileged question, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think that the estimates 
from the Navy Department were sent in in the 
correct manner, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I will with- 
draw my motion, and move now to reconsider 


the vote on the motion to lay that last communi- | 


cation upon the table, and to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. BAYLY. I hope the House will not lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. (Cries 
of *Order!’’) Gentlemen are acting under a 
mistake. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays upon his motion; and they were ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
Flouse adjourn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Arkansas to withdraw that motion for a little 
while. .Wecan then pass by this question of recon- 
sideration, and refer the bills upon the Speaker’s 
thble, many of which have been there for nearly a 
month, and ought to be referred. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
motion for that purpose. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, renewed the mo- 
tion that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER, on that motion, demanded 
the yeas and nays; but they were not ordered. 

Mr. BAYLY demanded tellers; but they were | 
not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 97, noes 52. 

So the House adjourned until twelve o’clock 
to-morrow. 


I withdraw my 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. CABELL, of Florida, gave notice of the following 
bills : 

A bill to revive and continue in force for a limited time 
the provisions of an act relative to suspended entries of 
public land. 

Also, a bill to legalize certain entries of public land in the 
State of Florida. 

Also, a bill to authorize and require the survey of the 
public lands in the State of Florida, now occupied by the 
Seminole Indians, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of California, gave notice of his inten- 
tion to ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of sufferers 
by fire in the city of San Francisco in the years 1849, 1850, 
and 1851. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, gave notice that he 
will on to-morrow, or at some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to amend the tariff act of 1842. 

By Mr. YATES: A bill to grant to the States of Iinois, 


Indiana, and Ohio, the right of way and a portion of the | 


public lands to aid the said States in making that portion 
ef the Northern Cross Railroad in the State of Illinois, lying 
between the Mississippi and Hlinois rivers, and in extend- 
ing said road from Springfield, Illinois, to the eastern line 
of said State, and thence through the States of Indiana and 
Ohio to Toledo, on Lake Erie. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees: 


By Mr. SMITH: The petition of John Baird, praying to 


be reimbursed in certain moneys spent for the Govern- | 


ment. 

Also, the petition of John Hargrove and others, praying 
the establishment of a post road from the city of Tuskalooga 
via Hardy Clemens’s Cotton Factory, to Scottsville. 

By Mr. FAULKNER: The memorial of sundry citizens 


of the county of Morgan, State of Virginia, praying an | 


amendment of the act of Congress of the 28th September, 
850, granting land bounty. 
Also, the memorial of Benjamin Moor, late master arm- 


orer at the Harper’s Ferry National Armory, praying com-| 


pensation for certain inventions and improvements in 
machinery used by the Government. 

Also, the petition of Samuel W. Brady, of Frederick 
county, Virginia, a disabled soldier of the Mexican war, 
praying to be placed on the pension roll. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: The memorial of John 
F. Dumas, of Philadelphia, asking the appointment of a 
Committee on Claims of his father against the Spanish 
Government. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespar, January 14, 1852. | 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Butier. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid beforé?the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of the 
lnterior, with estimates of appropriation neces- 
sary to meet deficiencies in the service of that De- 
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1852; which was read, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Finance. 





1 PETITIONS. | 
__Mr. WADE presented the petition of Sarah | 
| Flinn, praying compensation for supplies fur- | 
the petition of David Osburn, in relation to the | 
same subject; both of which were referred to the 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of An- | 
drew Rassmussen, praying compensation for ser- 
vices rendered under am appointment from an 
inspector of the customs for the district of Oswego, 


| New York, in 1812; which was referred to the |} 


Committee of Claims. i 
Mr. COOPER presented the petition of citizens 


nished the United States Army in Florida; also || 


Committee of Claims. 1} 






















Jan. 14, 


Se 


Wisconsin Territory, and sureties, . 
the same without amendment, aedemnreninn br 


Mr. BRADBURY, from: the select 














| of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass a law | 


| ted States of any and all convicts, felons, and pau- 


| curred in entertaining the officers of the United 
States ship St. Lawrence, and in the reception of 
| Kossuth; which was referred to the Committee on 


| praying for themselves and in behalf of the sol- 
| diers under their command, an increase of pay; 


Affairs. 


| grant of land and right of way, to aid in the con- 
| struction of a railroad from Memphis, on the 


to prohibit absolutely the deportation, banishment, 
or immigration from foreign countries to the Uni- 


pers, publicly recognized as such at home in their 
own countries; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Rodney Croskey, | 
American Consul at Cowes and Southampton, | 
England, praying remuneration for expenses in- 


Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Lieutenants Thomas Bing- 
ham and William A. Hammond, officers of the 
United States Army serving in New Mexico, 


which was referred to the Committee on Military 


Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of the || 
Arkansas Central Railroad Company, praying a | 


Mississippi river, to the boundary of Texas; which 1 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. || 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the petition || 
of citizens of Iowa, praying a donation of land to || 
that State for the construction of a railroad from || 
Burlington, on the Mississippi river, to some point || 
on the Missouri river; which was referred to the || 
Committee on Public Lands. \| 
Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of mem- 
bers of the General Assembly of the State of || 
| Georgia, praying an increase of the salary of the || 
| United States district judge for that State; which || 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Philip F. Voorhees, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Frances E. Baden, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen- || 
sions. 


On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Tobias Purrington, on the | 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. || 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was || 


Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of William Gray- || 
son, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- || 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. | 


| 
On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was } 


Ordered, That the petition of officers and soldiers of the || 
Army who served in California, on the files of the Senate, | 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. BORLAND gave notice of his intention to 
| ask leave to introduce a bill to grant to the State | 
| of Arkansas the right of way and a portion of the || 
| public land to aid in the construction of a railroad || 
|| from a point on the Mississippi river, opposite | 

the town of Memphis, Tennessee, via Little Rock, | 
|| to some point on Red river, on the border of || 
| Texas. 1} 
|| REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. H 
| Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 





|| merce, to whom was referred the bill for the relief || 
|| of Thomas H. Leggett, reported it without amend- | 
|| ment, pt by a report, which was or- || 
dered to be 
| Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, || 
to whom was referred the joint resolution for the || 
relief of Alexander P. Field, late Secretary of 


rinted. 


ment reported thereto; and, 








|| report, which was ordered to be printed, 
| to whom was referred the bill to rovide for 3 
| ascertainment and satisfaction of cleiopa of Amer. = 
ican citizens for spoliations comniitted by the 0 
| French previous to the 31st of July, 1801, repo, 
ed it back without amendment, accompanied yr” . On 
| report, which was ordered to be printed. ya = 
Mr. FELCH submitted the views of the a 
|| nority of the above committee, adverse to a N 
| allowance of said claims; which were ordered to be ask’ 
| printed. ing 
Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval mal 
Affairs, to whom was referred the memoria) of to 8 
| Mrs. Mary Walker, widow of Major Georss p ena 
| Walker, submitted an adverse report; and in eo», afi 
| currence therewith it was the 
dered, T ommitte i 
| fi ester eunelaioaaie of ceed Giacharged from the wi 
| He also, from the same committee, to who 1 
| was referred the petition of Emily C. B. Thomp. ot 
son, widow of Commodore Charles Thompson on 
_ submitted a report; which was considered by unap. int 
| imous consent, and, in concurrence therewith, we 
_ Ordered, That the committee be discharged from the = 
further consideration of the subject. 
| Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com. 
| merce, to whom was referred a resolution of the me 
| Legislature of Michigan relative to the constrye. sid 
tion of a ship-canal around the Falls of Ste. Marie col 
submitted a report;; which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and, in concurrence there. cal 
| with, lat 
Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the a 
| further consideration of the subject. 
| On motion by Mr. H., it was 
| Ordered, That the report be printed. lu 
| Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill to in. ; 
crease the salary of the district judge of the United th: 
| States for the southern district of Florida, report. wi 
ed it without amendment. of 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 7% 
_ Lands, to whom was referred the bill declaring be 
the assent of Congress to the State of Missouri to at 

|| impose a tax on lands hereafter sold by the United . 
States therein from and after the day of sale, re- a 
orted it without amendment. a 
| Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 8 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill to 
grant the right of preémption to settlers on the x 
public lands known as the Maison Rouge Graut, th 
| reported it without amendment, and submitted a ro 
eer on the subject, which was ordered to be a 
| printed. 
Wf . Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
| Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill to aid 
| the State of Louisiana in reclaiming the overflowed R 
|| lands therein, and for other purposes, reported it 
| without amendment. P 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- ; 
|| merce, to whom was referred the bill to admit 
| certain vessel to registry, reported it with m ‘ 
amendment, and on his motion the Senate pro- t 
|| ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

The reported amendment having been agreed to, 
| the bill was reported to the Senate, and the ament- g 
| anent was concurred in. 

Ordered, That the amendment be engrossed a nd the bil 

read a third time. ; 
| Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
|| fairs, to whom was referred the petition of Wil- ; 
} liam D. Acken and Julia Acken, reported a bill 
| for the relief of Julia Acken; which was read and ' 
|| passed to the second reading. : 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, to whom the subject was referred, reporie ; 
a bill to authorize the construction of railroads 

through the public lands in certain cases; which 7 
was read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee ™ , 
'| Public Lands, to whom was referred a resolution 
| explanatory of ‘the act approved September 2, 
|| 1850, entitled ** An act granting bounty land to 
|| certain officers and soldiers who have been ¢ B® 
_ gaged in the military service of the United States, 
| reported it back with an amendment. . ' 

he Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
as in Committee of the Whole, with the amend @ | 


JID Mitt ae 
le for ; . 
of Amer. 
l by 


nied } va 


f the » 


d from the 


on Com. 
ion of the 
construe. 
te, Marie. 
dered by 


1ce there. 


d from the 


€e On the 
bill tO In- 
he United 


a, report: 


w 
d 
of sale, re- 
yn Private 


he bill to 
Ts on the 


bmitter 
red to be 


Amittee on 
» bill to aid 
yverflowed 
eported it 


he amend- 


a nd the bil 


Naval Af- 
n of Wil 
ted a bill 
s read and 


on Public 


1, reported 


es; whic! 
ng. 
ymittee on 
resolution 
ember 2°, 
ty land to 
‘been en- 
States,” 


resolution 
he amene- 


Popul 


32p Cone : 


On motion 
Ordered, Th 
poned until to- 


Mr. BOR 
asked and of 
ing to the 8 
making & do 
to aid in the 
ena to Fort § 
a first and sé 
the Committ 


wIDOW OF 


The Sena 
submitted b 
structing th 
into the expe 
widow of B 


resolution W. 
TONNAGE 
Mr. SE 


merce, sub 
sideration; 
consent, and 
Resolved, T 
cate to the Se 
jation to the e 


June 30, 1834, 


Mr. SEV 
lution for co 
Resolved, TH 
to furnish the 
the proceeding 
the loss of the 
with copies of 
ofthe order give 
referred to im 
reports or chai 
ber composing 
attached to the 
ence between 
Ap Catesby J 
copies of the eq 
a lieutenant if 
1851; copy of 
Lieutenant T 
1849 and 1850, 
agting thereon 
the Departme 
ron, and all otf 
erection of ag 
expenditures th 
ARSON TI] 
A messagi 


Representati} 


Mr. Prestp 
passed a bill to 
ment of crime 
request the con 

Subseque 
time by its 
the Judicia 


The engra 
Snodgrass 


APPOINT 
Mr. RUS 
morning a 
on the Po 
clerk. I agit 
The motia 
was read, 4 
Resolved, 


Post Roads b 
4 clerk. 


Mr. DOF 
may as well 
other, I 
that every 
have to be 
labor of thes 
we have 
ever gone, 


for by m 
clerk to ¢ 


posed, fre m 
there was #0 





